
CanKor Book Review Guidelines

At CanKor.ca we value the written word. And although we are an e-publication, we still read a lot of 
books and like to recommend them to our readership. There is a wealth of material being published 
about the DPRK these days. But how much of it is worth our time and attention? CanKor strives to 
provide thoughtful consideration of the relative merits of the books under review. 

CanKor reviews typically include the following aspects:

1. Somewhere in the review there should be a summary of the work's central features, its subject 
matter, organization, how the argument is structured, etc. What's it about? What is it trying to 
tell you? Give a concise summary and fair assessment of the quality and significance of the 
information and arguments contained in the book.

2. The review might analyze how the work contributes to the relevant field of knowledge and/or 
theoretical literature. How well is the subject matter researched? Is it based on reliable sources 
of information? Are there other books dealing with the same subject matter, or is this book 
somehow unique. Does it repeat old arguments, or does it offer new or refreshing insights or 
suggestions? 

3. Finally, what has been your personal reaction as you read this book? Has it evoked strong 
intellectual or emotional stimulation? Has it delighted or angered you? Has it added to your 
education? Has it filled a gap in your knowledge, or has it bored you to distraction? Would you 
recommend that CanKor subscribers dish out the money to buy a copy of their own?

Please note that although CanKor readers include many academics and civil servants of various 
countries, we do not see ourselves as an academic journal. We strive to engage our readers to broaden 
their minds, to consider perspectives and options that both challenge and inform. The readership we 
aim for includes not only knowledgeable experts, but also entry-level students and interested laypeople 
from all walks of life. The reviews should therefore speak an accessible and engaging language that can 
be understood by a general audience.

We prefer that your review keeps within 500 to 800 words (excluding bibliographic and reviewer 
information). We may occasionally publish longer reviews, but we prefer succinct text. 

CanKor does not shy away from controversy, but we are also strongly committed to maintaining our 
integrity. We therefore prefer to exclude reviewers who are former or current associates, advisers or 
students of the author, current departmental colleagues, former or current co-authors, or those 
individuals who have a personal ax to grind with the author.



Here are a few style matters that will make it easier for us to post your review without too much 
editing:

1. Please proofread your text for any typos or errors, and format it in an uncomplicated way. 
2. Reviews should be typed (preferably in Arial or Times New Roman fonts) and sent to us in 

Microsoft Word, Open Office Writer or Rich Text Format. (Not PDF please!)
3. Confirm that any diacritical marks are correct. Please note that for all North Korean names, we 

use the traditional Korean form preferred by them: family name first, followed by two 
unhyphenated given names (e.g. Kim Il Sung).We may also change North Korean place names 
to the spelling found on DPRK maps. 

4. Reviews should not contain footnotes. If other works are mentioned in the review, please 
provide the full citation within the text - i.e., the authors/editors, the title of the publication, and 
(in parentheses) the publisher and year of publication. 

5. If direct quotations are taken from the book under review, please ensure that these are accurate 
and that the page reference is supplied (in parentheses) after the quote. 

6. At the head of the review, please provide bibliographic information as in the following: 
NOTHING TO ENVY: Ordinary Lives in North Korea, by Barbara Demick. New York: Spiegel 
& Grau, 2009. xii, 314 pp. (Maps, B&W photos.), cloth. ISBN 978-0-385-52390-5. 

7. At the foot of the review, please indicate your identification. Your name (family name in 
capitals); title and position; academic or organizational affiliation; city and country. For 
example: John DOE, Professor at University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. 

Reviews should be submitted as an electronic email attachment to Erich Weingartner at: 
erich@cankor.ca or editor@cankor.ca

Once we receive your review, we will examine and copy-edit it to make sure it meets our general 
expectations for book reviews. We may contact you with any questions regarding clarifications of 
substantive points, or corrections of technical matters. It will then be published in the “Bookshelf” 
section within the “Reading Room” of our CanKor.ca website. It will also be featured in one of the 
issues of the CanKor Report. An electronic copy of your review and the link to its location on our 
website will be emailed to you. Once we have published it, you will be granted permission to post the 
review on personal, departmental or other websites, on condition that you include a link to CanKor.ca.

We regret that at this stage in our economic development we are unable to provide remuneration for 
your efforts, although in some cases we may be able to supply a review copy of the book. 
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