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Dear friends,
We are pleased to send you the first installment of a new electronic news clipping 
service for Canadians involved in or interested in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea. Our intention is to do this on a weekly basis. 
This is not meant to be a comprehensive collection of all available material. 
There are other services (e.g. Napsnet) which aim to be comprehensive. The 
problem experienced by most of us is that we simply don’t have time to sift 
through the extensive material which can be found on the internet. 
Our aim is therefore to select and highlight those items which are of particular 
concern or interest to Canadians – whether they be academics, NGO workers or 
civil servants. 
So far our mailing list is very small. If you know of others who may be interested, 
please have them write to us. We also hope for maximum feedback, in order to 
be able to shape this service according to your specific interests. 
Aside from reproducing short news items (in each case identifying the source 
and copyright), we hope to receive from you the following:
1. Analyses (papers, special reports, travel reports, etc.) – we will itemize these 

with short descriptions and indicate where the reader may retrieve the 
original.

2. Bibliography (books, papers and publications of note) – we hope that you, the 
reader, will send us appropriate reviews of such books and publications.

3. Schedule information & resources (significant events and projections, re. 
Government, DFAIT, CIDA, universities, NGOs, churches, meetings, 
conferences, delegations, exchange visits, press conferences, etc.) – if you 
can send us announcements of such events, we can forward these to others 
in our network.

Our priorities will also be shaped by our readership. As a start, we are sending 
you articles related to Canadian diplomatic initiatives taken over the past month. 
It includes a rather critical column by Peter Worthington. We welcome reactions 
to this column for future distribution. 
Please comment on the following list of priority topics on which we aim to 
concentrate future mailings:
1. Any item related to Canada & DPRK
2. State of DPRK external relations, especially diplomatic recognition front
3. ROK-DPRK relationship following summit
4. USA-DPRK relationship as it affects Canada’s role, e.g. any breaking news 

on military or weapons front
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5. Changes or significant progress in humanitarian aid, development, cultural & 
business relationships

6. UN agency activities & NGO experience, especially those which relate to 
Canadian initiatives

7. DPRK relationship with/participation in multilateral fora.
We invite you to contract or expand this list within reasonable limits. Most of all, 
we invite you to send us crucial items we may have missed in the previous week. 
With best wishes from the CanKor editorial team,
Marilyn Weingartner,
Marion Current,
Erich Weingartner

Contents:

1. CANADA DIPLOMATS TO START N. KOREA MISSION SATURDAY
2. CANADA SEEKS TO NORMALIZE TIES WITH N.KOREA 
3. CANADA, NORTH KOREA COMING CLOSER
4. PACIFISM MAKES FOR POOR FOREIGN POLICY
5. PYONGYANG AND CANBERRA RESTORE OFFICIAL RELATIONS
6. JAPAN RESTARTING TALKS ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
7. PHILIPPINES AND NORTH KOREA ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC TIES

****************************************************************
1. CANADA DIPLOMATS TO START N. KOREA MISSION SATURDAY
by David Ljunggren, Ottawa, Reuters, 7 July 2000 
A team of Canadian diplomats will arrive in North Korea on Saturday in a further 
bid to improve ties with the Stalinist state, and Foreign Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
could soon meet his counterpart from Pyongyang, officials said on Friday. 
Over the past year, against a backdrop of gradually warming relations between 
the western world and North Korea, diplomats, academics and various experts 
from Ottawa and Pyongyang have exchanged low-key visits. 
“We have continued our informal, unofficial discussions and we've got some 
people going in (to North Korea) tomorrow as part of this continuing dialogue,'' a 
senior Canadian foreign ministry official told reporters. 
Italy and Australia have already gone so far as to establish full diplomatic 
relations with North Korea but Canada is taking a more cautious approach. 
Ottawa and Washington do not even formally recognize the government in 
Pyongyang. 
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Axworthy is due to attend a Bangkok meeting arranged by the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations at the end of this month to which a delegation led by 
North Korean Foreign Minister Paek Nam-sun has been invited. 
“We think they're going to be there, they have given indications they are going to 
be there,'' the Ottawa official said. “Whether Mr. Axworthy meets them formally or 
not, we'll have to see. Certainly they'll be in the same room for a couple of days. 
I'm not excluding anything.'' 
Canada belongs to the Group of Seven leading industrialized nations now trying 
to forge closer links with North Korea, widely considered one of the world's 
“rogue states.'' 
Western fears that Pyongyang could destabilize Asia have faded slightly in the 
wake of a historic June summit between the leaders of North and South Korea, 
still technically at war some 50 years after the Korean conflict ended. 
The Canadian official said he was encouraged by the summit and signs that it 
had reduced tension between the two Koreas. 
“We're following that closely. I think the Canadian public on one hand is quite 
interested in seeing us move forward...but that mood could change pretty 
rapidly,'' he said, making it clear that Canada would not allow itself to be rushed 
into recognizing North Korea. 
“We're tracking this very very closely. We'll have some people there tomorrow, 
there is this upcoming meeting (in Bangkok). We'll just see -- watch this space,'' 
he said. 
Pressed as to when he thought Canada might formally recognize North Korea, 
he replied: “Your guess is as good as mine at this stage.'' 
The official said one way of recognizing North Korea might be to establish a 
formal agreement on economic co-operation but added this seemed unlikely, 
given the lack of trade between the two countries and Pyongyang's serious 
economic problems. 
Some experts estimate that up to two million North Koreans -- almost 10 percent 
of the population -- may have died from malnutrition and related diseases since 
1995, when floods, drought and mismanagement of the state farming system 
devastated the rural economy. 
Last month, North Korea said it was still suffering from food shortages and 
appealed to donors for $250 million to avoid another crisis. Canada, one of the 
world's leading grain exporters, sent its latest shipment of food aid this April. 
“I can't make any commitment at this stage. These appeals have to be weighed 
against many factors, including the assessment of how real the demand is...and 
(whether) they need food grain, seed grain or vegetable oil,'' the official said. 

2. CANADA SEEKS TO NORMALIZE TIES WITH N.KOREA 
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by Randall Palmer, Reuters, Ottawa, 13 July 2000
In another sign of the West's thawing relations with Stalinist North Korea, 
Canadian Foreign Minister Lloyd Axworthy said on Thursday his country was 
moving toward normalizing ties with Pyongyang. 
“We're certainly on that track. We're going to take it step by step,'' Axworthy told 
reporters in Ottawa from Tokyo, where he had just completed a meeting of 
foreign ministers of the Group of Seven (G7) industrialized nations plus Russia. 
Margaret Huber, a senior Foreign Affairs Department official, who is currently in 
Pyongyang, will brief Axworthy in Beijing on Saturday. Axworthy plans to discuss 
relations with North Korea with that country's foreign minister, Paek Nam-sun, in 
Bangkok on July 25 or 26. 
“Depending on the outcome of that, I'll be in touch with the (Canadian) prime 
minister (Jean Chretien), and we can then decide whether we normalize or not,'' 
he said. 
The G8 ministers welcomed North Korea's steps toward dialogue, notably last 
month's summit with South Korea. 
“There was a very strong feeling that the time had come to engage with the North 
Koreans and see if they could be persuaded through a variety of impulses to 
change their position,'' Axworthy said. 
He said he hoped discussions on security issues might help offset the concerns 
propelling the U.S. National Missile Defense shield proposal, designed to protect 
against attacks by what the United States has termed “rogue states'', among 
which North Korea is often mentioned. 
Earlier this year, Italy was the first G7 country to establish diplomatic relations 
with North Korea. 
The first step in normalizing relations would be to recognize the existence of 
North Korea, divided from South Korea since the Korean War in the 1950s. The 
second step would be to establish formal diplomatic ties. 
Axworthy pointed out that Canada has already provided humanitarian assistance 
to North Korea and that some academics from the University of British Columbia 
went there last year to hold discussions on security issues. 
“We're certainly moving toward establishing a much more direct relationship with 
North Korea,'' he said. 
But he said such a move was not on auto-pilot because Canada wanted to test 
“whether some of the reasons for recognizing would be honored and accepted.'' 
Axworthy mentioned several of Canada's concerns. Among them: 
-- North Korea should make the process for delivering humanitarian assistance 
transparent with clear ground rules. 
-- North Korea needs to open up its missile program and ''eliminate or restrict 
their activities.'' 
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-- Canada wants to find a way to support South Korea's Sunshine Policy of 
detente toward Pyongyang. 
-- North Korea should end its isolation and enter more of a discussion with others 
on security in Asia. 
Axworthy has been among the most prominent skeptics of the U.S. missile 
defense program, arguing that it could destabilize the nuclear arms balance by 
prompting Russia or China to increase their arsenals. 
He plainly hopes that one of the more pressing reasons for proceeding with the 
missile defense program -- a major test of which failed last week -- would be 
taken away if North Korea can be tamed. But the United States has also noted 
that other ''rogue states'', including Iran and Libya, give it reason to try to protect 
its territory.

3. CANADA, NORTH KOREA COMING CLOSER: May establish diplomatic 
relations, but no guarantee, Axworthy says
by Jeff Sallot, Parliamentary Bureau, Ottawa, Globe and Mail, 14 July 2000
Canada is “on a track” for normalizing relations with North Korea, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy said yesterday, discounting U.S. warnings that the 
Pyongyang regime could hit North America with missiles within five years.
Canada is moving “step by step” and there is no automatic assurance that 
Ottawa will establish formal diplomatic relations, he said.
Nevertheless, “we are certainly moving toward establishing a much more direct 
relationship with North Korea,” Mr. Axworthy said in a conference call with 
Canadian reporters from Japan, where he was attending a meeting of foreign 
ministers from the Group of Eight industrialized nations.
His comments were yet another indication that Western governments are 
softening their view of the Pyongyang regime following the historic summit 
meeting last month between the leaders of North and South Korea. 
The first step for Canada toward normalizing relations would be to simply 
recognize North Korea as a separate country.  The Communist North and the 
Western-backed South divided the Korean peninsula during the war in the early 
1950s.   The two Koreas are still technically at war although a truce has held for 
more than four decades.
Mr. Axworthy said that Canada is concerned about North Korea’s missile 
programme and that he will raise the issue when he meets North Korean Foreign 
Minister Paek Nam-sun next week in Bangkok where they will both be attending 
an international conference.
Mr. Axworthy also suggested that Canada does not share the concern of U.S. 
military analysts who warned recently that North Korea could develop a ballistic 
missile capable of dropping a warhead on North America by 2005.
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Capabilities and intentions are not always the same thing, he said, adding that 
Canada believes North Korea will “eliminate or restrict” its activities in trying to 
develop missiles.
Mr. Axworthy said Canada should “open up a bit” to North Korea to get a better 
idea for itself whether the country has hostile intentions toward other nations.
Washington has long described North Korea as a “rogue state” and the supposed 
threat of a North Korean missile attack has been one of the major reasons cited 
by the Pentagon in its proposal for a new anti-missile defence system.
Mr. Axworthy again voiced objections to the scheme, saying its deployment 
would undermine an important anti-ballistic missile treaty and could set off a 
dangerous arms race.
Canada has a limited humanitarian assistance programme with North Korea. 
More that $9-million worth of food assistance was provided last year.
Ottawa wants North Korea to be more open in allowing Canadian officials to 
monitor the way the assistance programme is working, Mr. Axworthy said.
Academic experts from the University of British Columbia have been meeting 
with North Korean officials on Pacific Rim security issues.  The academics tell 
Ottawa that North Korea seems ready to discuss these issues with the West, Mr. 
Axworthy said.

4. PACIFISM MAKES FOR POOR FOREIGN POLICY
by Peter Worthington, Toronto Sun, 23 July 2000
Lloyd Axworthy's approach to North Korea is based on wishful thinking, not 
reality. 
After meeting with members of the G-8 group of industrial nations, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy opined that it was time to officially recognize North 
Korea, with whom we've been alienated since the Korean War of 1950-53. 
Axworthy noted that "recognition" doesn't entail establishing diplomatic relations 
(which Australia and Italy did this year) - just acknowledging that the country 
exists. 
If he had stopped there, it would have been one thing. But Axworthy went further, 
as is his wont. 
He cited the recent summit between South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung and 
North Korea's erratic dictator, Kim Jong-Il, as an example of a "rogue state" 
perhaps softening its despotism and joining the family of nations, perhaps 
leading to eventual reunification of the two Koreas. 
As is the Canadian diplomatic way, and as reported in the National Post, 
Axworthy thought by establishing something akin to normal relations with 
Pyongyang we might influence positive changes. Rather than brand North Korea 
an outcast because of its recent missile capabilities and belligerence (firing 
missiles over Japan), he said "let's use a criteria of what are intentions, not what 
is the latent potential ... assessments on not only capability, but intentions." 
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That sounds reasonable - but is it? 
Indisputably, North Korea "exists," but for over 50 years it has indulged in 
behaviour, domestically and internationally, that in no way can be considered 
civilized. 
Axworthy takes heart at the recent "peace and reunification" talks with the South. 
But are the North's "intentions" all that peace-lovers hope they are? If Axworthy is 
paying attention to reality and not blinded by wishful thinking (as even some in 
Korea are), he might note North Korea's "intentions" regarding unification, as 
revealed last week in a dispute with Korea's largest and best newspaper, Chosun 
Ilbo. 
Chosun Ilbo is skeptical about reunification and repeatedly warns President Kim 
to be careful, even though he was elected on a platform of working for a dialogue 
with the North. 
Chosun Ilbo urges "caution and reflection" in negotiations and urges that 
opposition members be included in discussions, and that President Kim should 
be prepared to pass negotiations on "from one generation of leaders to the next" 
as the situation evolves. Throughout, South Korea's security must be paramount. 

Such advice seems more reasonable than inflammatory. 
Radio Pyongyang, the official voice of the North Korean regime, perhaps 
inadvertently revealed its true "intentions" (which Axworthy seems so intent to 
consider) when it broadcast a virulent attack against Chosun Ilbo. It says the "an 
anti-Communist hack newspaper, advocating flunkeyist treachery, confrontation 
and division, is causing evil harm to unification and unity of the nation." 
Radio Pyongyang recalled that last fall it "gave stern warning ... (that) we will 
blow up Chosun Ilbo so it will be unable to lurk within our republic." Such action 
would be "extremely justified" said Radio Pyongyang this week (repeated on the 
Internet) because by "opposing the historic flow toward reunification" (which it 
calls a reunified fatherland), Chosun Ilbo "responds to our kindness with evil." 
According to Radio Pyongyang, Chosun Ilbo's greatest calumny is "slandering 
our republic and advocating confrontation between North and South by spreading 
tricky propaganda that the Korean War was begun by a southward invasion by 
the North." 
This view is called "treasonous, and obstructing unification" and is "disobedient 
behaviour ... a criminal act which we will never forgive." (Pyongyang still insists 
the South attacked the North in 1950.) 
I'd argue that in that one broadcast the full "intentions" of North Korea are 
irrefutably revealed. The "reunification" and "national unity" it seeks, are one 
Korea whose capital is Pyongyang, whose government is repressive 
communism, and whose goal is not compromise but the same as it was in 1950 
when it invaded the South. 
Ever since the 1953 ceasefire, North Korea has dug secret invasion tunnels 
under the demilitarized zone; it has infiltrated saboteurs; landed guerrilla units on 
the coast; hijacked ships; killed some 500 people in clashes; committed terrorist 
acts; taken hostages; blown up civilian airliners; lied, deceived, slaughtered its 
own people (some 250 offences carry the death penalty, including listening to 
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foreign radio broadcasts), and so on. 
By all means Canada should "recognize' North Korea - but recognize it for what it 
is, not for what pacifists like Axworthy wish it were, and give every indication of 
accepting. Judge by deeds, not words. Remember what the road to hell is paved 
with. 
Of course North Korea wants a unified Korean peninsula. That's precisely what 
Canada went to war to prevent 50 years ago - not because we have any hostility 
toward North Korea, but because we and 25 United Nations members felt the 
people of South Korea should have a choice - a choice that was later denied the 
people of South Vietnam. But that's a different story. 
Let's not forget why the Korean war was fought - and won. Especially you, Mr. 
Axworthy. 

5. PYONGYANG AND CANBERRA RESTORE OFFICIAL RELATIONS
by John Schauble, Sydney Morning Herald (Aus), 7 July 2000
Australia formally resumed official ties with North Korea, 25 years yesterday after 
they were abruptly severed. In a brief ceremony in... Pyongyang, Mr David Irvine 
presented his credentials as Ambassador to the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea... to Mr Kim Yong-nam, president of the Supreme People's Assembly, who 
performs the formal role of head of state... “The key thing is that we can now talk 
more easily on a range of important issues [trade, regional security, disarmament 
and humanitarian activity],” Mr Irvine said.

6. JAPAN RESTARTING TALKS ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
by South China Morning Post (PRC), 11 July 2000
Japan is moving to restart stalled talks aimed at establishing diplomatic relations 
with North Korea's reclusive communist regime... “The position of the Japanese 
government is that we want to begin normalisation talks as quickly as possible,” 
said Kazuhiko Koshikawa, deputy press secretary for Prime Minister Yoshiro 
Mori. “We are in contact with North Korea through various channels.” Officials 
from the two countries will meet in Tokyo in late August or early September to 
resume negotiations... To entice Pyongyang back to the bargaining table, Japan 
plans to give as much as 150,000 tons of rice to feed starving North Koreans... In 
April, the two sides met for the first time in more than seven years to discuss 
steps to normalise their relations, which have remained in limbo since the end of 
the World War II.

7. PHILIPPINES AND NORTH KOREA ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC TIES
by Kyodo News (JPN), 12 July 2000
The Philippines and North Korea signed an agreement Wednesday establishing 
diplomatic ties between the two countries. The signing paves the way for 
Pyongyang's first-ever participation in and entry into the Asia-Pacific region's sole 
intergovernmental security forum, the annual meeting of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum (ARF), to be held July 27 in 
Bangkok. 
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