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As a rich man is likely to be a better customer to the industrious people in his neighbourhood than a poor, so is 
likewise a rich nation. [Trade embargoes] by aiming at the impoverishment of our neighbours, tend to render that 
very commerce insignificant and contemptible. 

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations  

  

 

Evangelist Franklin Graham Visits DPRK 

A US non-governmental group led by evangelical preacher Franklin Graham flew into North Korea May 10, and met 
with Foreign Minister Pak Ui Chun, KCNA reported. 

Graham, son of famed pastor Billy Graham, heads Samaritan's Purse, an evangelical Christian aid organisation that was 
one of five US groups to send representatives on a visit to the DPRK in February. 

Samaritan's Purse said in April that parts of North Korea were expected to run out of food in less than two months due to 
a poor harvest even if foreign donors agreed to provide assistance. 

It said that a harsh winter had reduced crop yields by up to half and that some people were already eating grass, leaves 
and tree bark. 

Graham’s mother attended a Christian school in Pyongyang in the 1930s associated with the family of Kim Il Sung, the 
founder of the DPRK. His father，the internationally renowned preacher Billy Graham, met Kim Il Sung in 1992. 
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Rev. Franklin Graham is greeted at Pyongyang’s international airport by DPRK Foreign Minister Pak Ui Chun. 

 

``Golfers Invited Back to Pyongyang” 
[The following is an edited version of an article which appeared in the Irish Independent.] 

The door to an unknown golfing world was opened recently when a group of 22 ``outsiders” descended on Pyongyang, 

capital of North Korea. Among them was Damien Wilson from Shannon, a student of documentary film-making at 
Salford University. 

  

As something of a coup, Wilson and fellow student Philip Pendlebury filmed the adventure which will be edited into a 30-

minute production this summer. And it seems that the North Koreans were so pleased by the visitors, that they will be 

welcome back next year, in larger numbers. 

All was arranged by Dylan Harris, owner of the Lupine Travel Company in Wigan, which specializes in trips to unusual 

locations. "Everything was done through an agent in China," he said. "and the North Korean authorities were so pleased 
that they have invited me to do it again. So I'm open for customers for another golfing trip next May, when I plan to bring 

45."  

Wilson described it as "even more exciting than I ever imagined."  

Pyongyang GC, which is the only golf club in North Korea, is situated about 30 km from the capital city.  

"The course was opened in 1987, and it has about 50 local members and 50 foreigners, mainly diplomats," added Harris. 

"We had 17 players in the tournament ,and I paid 80 euros per player in green fees. Though the fairways were a bit 

overgrown, the general opinion was that the greens were excellent. 

"In my dealings with local officials, they talked of being anxious to expand tourism into the country. This is reflected in 

their response to visa applications. Where it once took two months to have one processed, they now do it in two weeks. 

"They are very keen on sport. Football, of course, is the big one. Then there is table-tennis, wrestling and martial arts. I'm 

afraid golf would be some way down the pecking order because it's so expensive there." 

Olli Lehtonen, a Finnish one-handicapper, took the best gross, with a 12-over-par 84, but the overall net prize went to 

fellow countryman, Johannes Raitio, who matched par with a 72. On the subject of scoring, incidentally, the visitors were 

informed that there was no truth to the widespread story of the country's Dear Leader, Kim Jong Il, having carded an 
astonishing 34 strokes for 18 holes in 1994. This was dismissed as a typical piece of Western mischief-making.  

In this context, suggestions of a total news black-out from the outside world were also scotched by the fact that the BBC 

World Service could be enjoyed by the visitors on their hotel televisions. 

 

第 2 页



DPRK Business Monthly

 

 

               Linking the Economic Power of China, 

         Mongolia, North and South Korea, and Russia 

                    Seminar in Beijing July 26, 2011 

                  

 

 
  
((((NKnewsNKnewsNKnewsNKnews)PROJECT)PROJECT)PROJECT)PROJECT    ENGINEER (NORTH KOREA)ENGINEER (NORTH KOREA)ENGINEER (NORTH KOREA)ENGINEER (NORTH KOREA) 
My client is one of the world’s leading contractors in the civil, building and telecoms 
sectors. It currently has projects in Africa, the Middle East and the Far East, and is 
constantly taking on new projects. 
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It has a major project in the DPRK (North Korea) which requires project engineers. The project 
is the construction of a high-rise building, and the current focus is on external finishing 
(stone or masonry cladding, aluminum doors and windows, skylight and aluminum curtain wall). 

You will be prepared to work in North Korea and due to visa requirements be a Chinese national. 

On offer for this role is an excellent package and career possibilities, so please contact Toby 
Ball at toby@thehighfieldcompany.com or 0044 1962 397777. 

``Chinese Visitors Flock to Sinuiju” 

The number of Chinese visitors to North Korea's border town of Sinuiju has reached 100,000 over the past year, a 
Dandong newspaper reported.

Dandong, which faces Sinuiju across the Yalu (Amnok) River, is on a major trade route between the DPRK and China.

The Chinese government resumed the one-day group tours to Sinuiju from Dandong in April last year, after a four-year 
hiatus, the newspaper said, adding that the number of Chinese tourists to Sinuiju is likely to go up in the coming months. 

No visas are required for the one-day tours. 

Delegation from China's Exim Bank Tours NK  

Members of the credit rating agency under the Export-Import Bank of China visited the DPRK in April. The delegation 
made a ten-day trip to Pyongyang and other parts of North Korea. 

A source in Beijing said that China is mulling extending interest-free loans to Chinese companies investing in the DPRK's 
special trade zones of Rason and Sinuiju. 

 

 

From the PUST webpage: 

Miracles often depend on human effort. When committed individuals give their utmost to a cause that cannot be measured 

in monetary terms, miracles occur! No price tag can be placed on such dedication. The education of North Korea's youth 

is one such cause. It provides hope and promises of obvious benefits -- a reduction of tensions on the Korean peninsula, 

reconciliation between the two halves of Korea, and the political and economic integration of North Korea into the world 

community. 

Your support is crucial to the success of this wonderful project. 

There are various ways to contribute to the success of PUST: 

Individual Sponsors are welcome to make monetary donations in whatever amount they wish to contribute. Even small 

gifts can make a big difference. Many children combined their gifts of US$1 each to buy the individual bricks that went 

into our buildings. 

Churches can support PUST through prayer and through spreading the news about this project among congregation 

members. They also may apply to be one of our cornerstone churches to arrange donation drives. 
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We invite educational institutions to work with PUST in co-founding various academic programs. These programs may 

take the form of joint research initiatives, academic exchanges, or cooperation in other projects. We welcome donations of 

academic and scientific equipment, as well as recommendations of scholars to join the PUST faculty. 

Institutions may contribute either financial or material donations during the stages of either construction and/or operation. 

Thank you for your support! Please visit Get Connected to receive more information. You can also send us a message at 

neafound@chol.com  

  

First Steps (Canada) 

Soymilk ProgramSoymilk ProgramSoymilk ProgramSoymilk Program 

First Steps’food-aid programs are currently providing protein-rich, growth-promoting soymilk to North Korean children 
(infants to primary school) who have not been receiving the nutrients so vital to their mental and physical development.
We are now reaching more than 80,000 children in orphanages, daycares and schools located in the cities of Nampo, 
Wonsan and Hyongjesan, as well as at several co-operative farms. 

For the past six years we have been focusing on our VitaCow/VitaGoat program because of its great efficiency and 
effectiveness. One electrically-powered VitaCow machine, purchased and delivered to North Korea for about C$7,000, 
processes soybeans into soymilk, enough to provide a cup each to more than 2,000 children per day. The non-electrical 
VitaGoat uses any burnable fuel, costs about C$4,000 and produces enough soymilk for about 1,000 or more children per 
day. 

We now have 42 VitaCows and 36 VitaGoats in operation. 

First Steps buys some of its soybeans and has them shipped in to supply these machines when our North Korean partners 
are unable to provide their own. Our partners take responsibility for distribution of the beans to the VitaCow/VitaGoat 
sites, as well as for soymilk production and delivery. 

First Steps purchases new stainless-steel milk cans in China to ensure the sanitary delivery of soymilk from the VitaCow 
production centers to their various institutional destinations in Nampo, Wonsan and Hyongjesan. First Steps' long-term 
goal is to keep expanding our operations to help reach thousands more North Korean children suffering from malnutrition 
and stunted growth. 

 

ROK Buddhist Delegation Visits NK  

South Korea approved a visit to North Korea in May by a delegation from the ROK’s largest Buddhist sect, according to 
Seoul's Unification Ministry. 

On their one-day visit the 10-member delegation of the Jogye Order delivered 100,000 tablets of vermifuge, a medicinal 
agent used to destroy intestinal parasites, and discussed other aid and ways to secure transparency of aid distribution, the 
ministry said. 

They held a joint service at Singye Temple on Mount Kumgang with their North  Korean counterparts in the run-up to the 
birthday of the Buddha May 10.  

  

The South Korean government, however, did not approve the application to hold a joint service by several hundred 

Inter-Korean
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members of the Order at Singye Temple on Buddha's Birthday itself, which the Jogye Order has carried out since it 
helped with the restoration of the temple in 2004.  

  

ROK Christians Defy Ban, Deliver Food to NK 

Yonhap reported that South Korean Christians delivered unauthorized food shipments to North Korea May 18. 

Six trucks loaded with 172 tons of flour worth 100 million won (US$91,700) left the Chinese border city of Dandong for 
North Korea's capital, Pyongyang, according to the National Council of Churches in Korea.

The aid was sent to the North through the Amity Foundation, a Chinese aid group. Two of its officials plan to travel to 
Pyongyang around June 1 to deliver flour and monitor its distribution to ensure that the food reaches those in need.

The shipments came two months after the council officials reached an agreement on flour aid with their North Korean 
counterparts in Beijing, defying the Seoul government’s ban on such contacts. 

The United Nations last month appealed for 430,000 tons of food for North Korea to feed six million vulnerable people. 

The National Council of Churches acknowledged having unauthorized contact in Beijing with North Koreans to arrange 
the donation.

Council spokesman Kim Chang-hyun said his group does not feel bound by political ideology.

Kim explained that his organization is a Christian group, and the aid is purely a humanitarian gesture.  He condemned the 
South Korean government’s stance, and said his group is doing what the government cannot do, and if they try to stop it 
that will only worsen inter-Korean relations.

Unification Ministry spokeswoman Lee Jong-joo said the ministry will take ``necessary measures" after hearing from the 
National Council of Churches about its activities. She added that the government is monitoring the situation.

South Korean laws ban the country's citizens from contacting North Korean residents without prior government approval. 

This year, Pyongyang has made an urgent appeal for food assistance.

United Nations agencies say the situation in North Korea is at its most severe since the widespread famine of the mid-
1990s, the period of the Arduous March.   

 

Korea Business Consultants logo (The pieces are falling into place): ``Building Your Success" 
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Penguin Character Joint NK-ROK Production 

[The following is an edited version of a Reuters Life! article.] 

  

[Photo: Reuters/Truth.Leem] 

He's roly-poly, wears a yellow aviator's helmet and orange goggles, and is everywhere in South Korea. But the cartoon 
character Pororo the Little Penguin also had a secret in his past: His origins are half-North Korean. 

The recent revelations surprised South Korea, where the mischievous penguin character, whose films have been exported 
to over 100 countries, is so beloved he's known as "the children's president" because his influence is said to be greater 
than that of the nation's real leader. 

But as time passes the fact of his ancestry has won Pororo new fans -- and prompted some to call for him to help to make 
the two neighbors one again. 

"Pororo, you are the real president of the Korean peninsula," one blog comment read. 

Pororo, who debuted in 2003, is ubiquitous in South Korea, featured on everything from stick-on bandages to coffee 
mugs. Stamps with his image have sold more than those bearing the image of Olympic figure-skating champion Kim Yu-
na, according to local media. 

But few knew that North Korean cartoonists worked with their Southern counterparts to jointly produce part of the first 
two seasons of the television series that launched the bird to fame. 

"This isn't something that needs to be secret, but by accident people found out that Pororo was partly produced in the 
North," said Kim Jong-se, a senior official at Iconix Entertainment, the South Korean production company that developed 
Pororo. 

After the leaders of North and South Korea signed a landmark peace pact in 2000 pledging new cooperative steps, Pororo 
was one of the inter-Korean businesses that developed, Kim said. 

The North Korean participation took place between 2002 and 2005, and ended completely in 2008, when Lee Myung-
bak became South Korea's president. 

Now, with people feeling that the little penguin has ties to their northern neighbor, regarded by many as a long-lost 
sibling, people are taking a new interest in him. 
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"It makes Pororo look more sophisticated since the North and South gave birth to it together," said one blogger. 

  

DPRK, ROK Invited to Field Joint Table Tennis Team 

Yonhap reported that North and South Korea have been invited to field a joint table tennis team at an upcoming 
international event designed to promote peace through sports.

The International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) and the Monaco-based Peace and Sport Foundation jointly announced 
that their Peace and Sport Table Tennis Tournament will invite 10 countries to "encourage dialogue and good relations" 
between states. It is set for November 21-22 this year in Qatar. Players from different countries that have been historically 
at odds with each other will form doubles teams.

Organizers said they hoped the event will turn athletes into "genuine ambassadors of global peace."

In table tennis, the Koreas last formed a joint team at the 1991 World Table Tennis Championships in Chiba City, Japan, 
and won the gold in the women's team event.

The Peace and Sport event harks back to the era of ``ping-pong diplomacy” between the US and China three decades 
ago. A US table tennis team traveled to China for exhibition matches in April 1971, amid escalating Cold War tensions. 
The trip helped open China and eventually led to a monumental visit the following year by US President Richard Nixon 
to Beijing.
  

Domestic 
  

P’yang Spring Trade Fair Opens 
  
The opening ceremony of the 13th Pyongyang Spring International Trade Fair took place at the Three-Revolutions 
Exhibition Hall May 16, KCNA reported. 

On display at the four-day fair were products from companies and organizations of the DPRK, China, Germany, Russia, 
Mongolia, Switzerland, Singapore, Australia, Austria, Italy, Indonesia, Cuba, Poland and China’s Taipei.  

Present at the opening ceremony were Vice-premier of the DPRK O Su Yong,  Minister of Foreign Trade Ri Ryong 
Nam, officials in the field of foreign trade, delegations from various countries and regions, and representatives and staff 
members of foreign embassies to the DPRK.  

Ri Myong San, deputy minister of foreign trade, made a congratulatory speech, followed by an inaugural speech by Kim 
Mun Jong, president of the Korean International Exhibition Corporation. The speakers said that they hoped that all the 
participants would achieve success through multi-faceted economic and technological exchanges and brisk trading 
activities during the fair. They declared that the DPRK would continue to expand and develop economic cooperation with 
all countries friendly toward it on the principle of equality and mutual benefit. 

A reception was given at the Koryo Hotel in downtown Pyongyang on the same day in connection with the opening of 
the fair. 
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Opening ceremony of the 2011 Pyongyang International Spring Trade Fair at the Three-Revolutions Exhibition Hall 

  

NK Mineral Exports Surging 

North Korea's exports of mineral resources have jumped 17-fold in a decade, with its outbound shipment of coal and iron 
ore leading the growth, according to the ROK’s Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency.

The Agency said that the DPRK's exports of mineral resources reached US$860 million-worth last year, compared with 
some US$50 million-worth in 2002.

Exports of coal and iron ore to China accounted for 63 percent of its total exports.

In the first quarter of this year the North earned around US$154 million by exporting coal to China, compared with 
US$9.68 million a year earlier.

North Korea's mineral reserves are believed to be among the largest in the world, worth some 7,000 trillion South Korean 
won (US$1 = 1,091 South Korean won), based on 2008 prices, according to an earlier report by South Korea's 
Unification Ministry. 

 

Dot KP domain assigned to Star 

Martyn Williams writes in PCWorld: Control of North Korea’s dot-KP Internet top-level domain has been assigned to 
Star JV, the North Korean-Thai joint venture that’s behind the recent wiring of Pyongyang to the global Internet. 

The Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA), which administers country code domains, updated its database May 
2, to assign the KP domain to “Star Joint Venture Company.” 

This means control of the KP domain now rests with Star JV. Star took control of North Korea’s Internet address space 
last year, and has been building up the North Korean Internet. 

Switch of control to Star doesn’t come as a surprise, as the company started issuing dot-kp domains in January this year. 
It’s a further sign that the joint venture between the North Korean government and Thailand’s Loxley Pacific is now 
responsible for the DPRK’s Internet links with the rest of the world. 

The administrative and technical contact details are now listed as: 

President
Star Joint Venture Company
Potonggang2-dong, Potonggang District
Pyongyang
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Email: mptird@star-co.net.kp
Voice: +8502 381 3180
Fax: +8502 381 4418 

That’s the address and contact details of the international relations department of North Korea’s Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications. 

The website for domain name registration is listed as www.star.co.kp. This website came online in the last few weeks, but 
it’s still being built. 

Administrative control of the domain name was previously held by the Korea Computer Center with technical control in 
the hands of Jan Holtermann, the German businessman who previously ran a satellite-Internet connection to the country. 

  

第 9 页



DPRK Business Monthly
 

3G Subscribers in NK Pass Half-Million 

Martyn Williams writes in IDG News: The number of 3G cellular subscriptions in North Korea passed half a million 
during the first quarter, the country's only 3G cellular operator said. 

The Koryolink network had 535,133 subscriptions at the end of March, an increase of just over 100,000 at the end of 
December 2010, said Orascom Telecom. Egypt's Orascom owns a majority stake in Koryolink, which is operated as a 
joint venture with the state-run Korea Posts and Telecommunications Co. 

Subscriber growth has been strong ever since the network was launched in late 2008, but the most recent quarter delivered 
the first signs that Koryolink is having to work harder for new subscribers. 

The January-March period was the first time since the third quarter of 2009 that the number of new subscribers during the 
quarter failed to be more than the previous quarter. In the October-December quarter the company added just over 
130,000 new customers. 

Revenue for the quarter was a record US$25.7 million, a jump of 185 percent compared to the same period of 2010. 
Orascom doesn't disclose net profit figures for the company. 

The company is keen to launch new value-added services to raise average revenue per user (ARPU), and during the 
quarter it began offering MMS (Multimedia Messaging Service). Customers gave the service a positive response, 
Orascom said. 

But despite these efforts, ARPU fell to its lowest level since service began in 2009. At just US$12.7 per month, it was 
down 40 percent on the same period last year. 

Orascom also launched pre-paid cards denominated in euros to boost foreign exchange earnings for North Korea. The 
scratch cards offer free voice and value-added service use during off-peak hours. 

The company's network now covers 92 percent of the population. 

 

Economic Zones 
``Start Due on DPRK-China Yalu River Free Trade Zone”  
  
North Korea and China will start work on developing a river island on their border this month, according to South 
Korea’s Yonhap News Agency. 

The two countries planned to hold a groundbreaking ceremony May 28 for development of the island, Hwanggumpyong, 
in the Yalu (Amnok) River. 

Both the North Korean and Chinese partners hope that the project will help open North Korea to the rest of the world and 
allow the Six Party Talks, which stalled in 2009, to resume at an earlier date, Yonhap commented. 

Pyongyang has reportedly worked out a special law to set up a free trade zone on the island, which is separated by a 
narrow waterway from the Chinese city of Dandong. 

The North's state media disclosed a deal last year to build a new cross-border bridge on the Yalu as part of a major 
economic package announced by Beijing. 

The two sides have agreed to turn the island into a base for logistics, tourism and manufacturing that would be linked to 
an industrial complex to be built in Dandong, Yonhap said. 
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 ``Rason Zone Copies China Opening Blueprint" 

[The following is an edited version of an article which appeared in South  Korea's Hankyore newspaper.]  

China is stepping out into the Pacific through the gates of North Korea’s Rason Special District. North Korea, which 
has been declaring its aim of creating a “strong and prosperous nation by 2012,” is actively welcoming the move from 
China.  

A number of sources, including officials with the Jilin Province government in China, reported that a groundbreaking 
ceremony is to be held on May 30 for a highway linking the North Korea cities of Wonjong and Rason,bordering directly 
on Quanhe in Hunchun, Jilin Province. Leaders from both countries are scheduled to attend the ceremony, which is to 
take place in Rason (Rajin-Sonbong), North Korea.  

The construction effort is a signal announcing the opening of Rason and large-scale economic cooperation between North 
Korea and China. In addition to the groundbreaking ceremony for the highway, which is to be a major channel tying 
North Korea and China together economically, efforts to develop Rajin Harbor to enable China to transport large amounts 
of coal through it are beginning in earnest.  

The Rason development effort is taking place according to Chinese “blueprints” in everything from the planning to 
investment and management. Local sources said that China and North Korea have already formed a special joint steering 
committee for the district, and that it has been decided that the chairman will be from China.  

The Rason urban development plan, jointly drafted by China and North Korea, includes the development of international 
freight brokerage, export processing, and financial regions. According to a North Korean video, models for the plan 
include the port cities of Dalian and Tianjin, which DPRK leader Kim Jong Il inspected in 2010 during a visit to China.  

``They are adopting the Chinese model, learning from China about legislation, taxes, and benefits to lure businesses,” the 
official added.                                   

Meanwhile, North Korea has set up an office in its central government to directly administer Rason Special City, replaced 
old officials who failed to make progress with Rason’s development over the years, and sent in young officials from the 
central government, including Rason Special City Secretary Im Kyong Man, sources reported.  

The electricity shortage issue, which had previously been a major stumbling block to investment, has been resolved by 
China. A source in Hunchun said, “Plans are being examined to either send surplus power from Hunchun’s 
thermoelectric power plants to Rason, or for a company in Jilin Province to retrofit an old Soviet crude oil plant in the 
Sonbong region into a coal-burning power plant.”  

Even Chinese officials have been astonished at the active measures from Pyongyang. A Rajin representatives’office 
opened in downtown Yanji, the seat of Jilin Province's Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture, is hard at work 
attracting investment.  

``If Chinese investors want to take a look at Rason, they can drive their cars in to see for themselves simply with an 
invitation from the Rajin representatives,” explained a source in Yanbian.  
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Rason customs post as seen across the Tumen River from China [Photo: Hankyore] 

  

Kaesong Workforce Up 11%  

The number of North Korean workers at the Kaesong Industrial Complex has been growing, even as Seoul halted all 
other trade with the North, according to the South's Chosun Ilbo.

There were 46,420 North Korean workers at the industrial park at the end of February, up 11 percent from 42,415 a year 
ago, according to the ROK Unification Ministry. This represents a monthly increase of 334. The industrial park's output 
rose from US$256.47 million-worth in 2009 to US$323.32 million-worth last year. 

The number of workers had risen in the past because some 20 to 30 new South Korean firms started operating there every 
year, according to the Ministry. But the ROK government banned new investment in Kaesong as part of sanctions, and no 
South Korean companies have set up shop there since.  

The increase benefits the South Korean firms there. "North Korean worker wages are far more competitive than those in 
China and Southeast Asia," said a staffer with an apparel firm at the complex. "At present we employ 1,200 North Korean 
workers, and the more we employ, the more profit we can make." 

And Lee Im-dong, a former secretary-general of the business association at the complex, said, "We have asked the North 
Korean authorities for additional manpower of 20,000. As far as the Kaesong Industrial Complex is concerned, our 
interests completely coincide with those of North Korea." 

The supply of additional workers is not easy. The available labor force in Kaesong and vicinity was already exhausted 
several years ago. The authorities have turned old buildings in Kaesong into boarding houses for workers recruited from 
Pyongyang, and other parts of the country.  

  

ROK Garment Maker Lauds Kaesong Workers 

The joint Korean Kaesong Industrial Complex is the only such facility in the world where a worker can produce "zero 
defect products" for US$90 per month, one of the business operators there says. Park Sung-chul of Sinwon, a medium-
sized maker of casual wear in South Korea, was speaking to reporters in Beijing at the China International Clothing and 
Accessories Fair 2011, Asia's largest fashion show, as reported by the ROK's Chosun Ilbo. 

"The 1,250 North Korean workers at the Sinwon factory at Kaesong are very quickly acquiring technical know-how 
because all of them have worked there for six years," Park said. The workers, 80 percent of whom are women in their 20s 
and 30s, "are so skilled that they can produce clothes every bit as good as Italian designer-brand clothing," he claimed. 
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They are also economical. With material intended for 1,000 suits of clothes, they will make 1,005. And they also have a 
high sense of responsibility, to the point where they will cut their lunch breaks if they think they would otherwise fail to 
reach their production targets, according to Park. 

Now bonuses have been introduced at the industrial park. "In the early years, we were banned from giving them bonuses, 
but now a system of bonuses for excess production has taken root there," he said.  

  

Comment  
DPRK leader Kim Jong Il's third visit last month to China in little over a year is significant in that it highlights the 
Pyongyang government's shift of emphasis from the Songun (Military First) policy to economic buildup. On all three 
occasions Kim toured advanced Chinese manufacturing centers, and at home, too, he has been stepping up his on-the-spot 
guidance of economic units. In January the government unveiled a ten-year economic development plan which aims to 
boost the country's gross domestic product to US$360-400 billion. It is difficult to say exactly how big a rise this will be, 
as North Korean statistics are notoriously difficult to read; nevertheless, it is bound to be substantial. 

Pyongyang has put attracting foreign investment at the heart of the State Strategy Plan for Economic Development, 

commented the Asia Times, setting up a National Development Bank and assigning an insurance company to protect 

foreign investors. The ten-year plan, according to the state-run Korean Central News Agency, will focus on building up 
infrastructure as well as developing agriculture and basic industries such as electricity, coal and metals. 

The  Taepung International Investment Group will specialize in soliciting foreign investment. Taepung's chairman, Park 
Chol-su, a Korean-Chinese, has been named as the National Development Bank's vice-president. 
  
Interestingly, it may have been the DPRK's nuclear defense program that made the North Korean leaders feel safe enough 
to shift their focus to building the country, according to Zhang Yushan of China's Jilin Academy of Social Sciences. More 
young people can now be freed from military service to engage in production, and the ruling Korean Workers' Party can 
move back to center-stage in domestic decision-making.  

Veteran Pyongyang watcher Nicholas Eberstad of the American Enterprise Institute estimated that up to US$100 billion 
in new investment will be needed for the ten-year plan, and this will involve "major inflows of both foreign private capital 
and foreign aid.” 

  
 

Touring North Korea 
  

KFA  
Delegation to North Korea 

-August 2011- 
Mass Games ARIRANG 

  

  

Date: August 11 to 20 2011 

                

Maximum of 20 people 
  

Not open to holders of US, Republic of Korea (South Korea) or Japanese passports. 

However, there is a trip specially for US passport holders covering roughly the same ground August 11-18. 

  

http://www.korea-dpr.com/travel.htm 
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Presentation, information and pre-inscription form can be found on the following Internet page: 

  

http://www.korea-dpr.com/travel.htm 

  Gallery of previous visits available at: 

  

http://www.korea-dpr.com/users/thai/trip.htm 

  

E-mail enquiries:  korea@korea-dpr.com 

Telephone: +34 697973473 

  

The Korean Friendship Association (KFA) is organizing a trip to the DPRK (North Korea) from August 11 to 20 2011, including a visit to the Mass Games (

  

A visitor joining the KFA Delegation is not treated as a tourist but as a friend of the DPRK, having access to places, information, insights and events not available to regular visitors.
  

NKNKNKNK    NEWS: Tour of NEWS: Tour of NEWS: Tour of NEWS: Tour of ChongjinChongjinChongjinChongjin, , , , Mt.Mt.Mt.Mt.    PaekduPaekduPaekduPaekdu, , , , WonsanWonsanWonsanWonsan 

 
The year 2010 saw new destinations in the DPRK like Hamhung opening their doors to foreign tourists, with new 
regulations giving American visitors far greater access than ever before.  But with a wide range of operators now offering 
packages to travel North Korea, deciding on the right option has become an increasingly difficult choice. 

As part of a new and regular feature, NK News will survey the options available for prospective tourists and highlight 
those itineraries that merit particular worth.  Tours will be showcased appropriately for the main viewers of the NK News 
website -- serious North Korea watchers.  As such, selections will be based on originality, value for money and extent to 
which they give an impression of the “real” North Korea. 

Featured Tour # 1: Chongjin, Paekdu & Wonsan 

Dates: August 22 – Tuesday 30 August (8 Days, 7 Nights – excluding all travel time)
Price:  1,695 Euros (inclusive of 100 Euro NK News discount)
*Price Includes: Transportation to and from Beijing, all internal flights and transportation, hotels and food.
Americans Accepted? Yes 

To start off, we begin by highlighting Young Pioneer Tours‘ forthcoming “Paekdu, Chongjin & East Coast” tour of 
North Korea, one of the most unique and best-value itineraries currently available. 

Young Pioneer Tours started its North Korea program in 2009, quickly making a name for itself as an operator providing 
exceptionally good value.  Several friends have gone on tours with YPT, and all have reported good service, hence we 
are happy to recommend this company to visitors to NK News. 

Please mention NK News for a 100 Euro discount from Young Pioneer Tours.... 
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Summer Holiday TourSummer Holiday TourSummer Holiday TourSummer Holiday Tour  

June 30 - July 6/7 (Thurs - Wed/Thurs)

6 nights in the DPRK, plus one on the train: 1590 Euros 

What better summer holiday than a trip to North Korea to get over to the rarely-seen East coast and to see tranquil 
beaches, deep countryside and the major industrial city of Hamhung, open to tourists only in the last year! Ideal for 
second-time visitors as well as those new to the NK, this trip covers a lot of ground and gets to places far and wide around 
the country.  

Pyongyang/Wonsan/Hamhung/Lake Sijung (Dandong option available)
Please apply by June 9, 2011. 
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                                                                                       Korea 
Compass 

[The purpose of this section is to provide some background knowledge, especially for people making their first trip to the DPRK. If you 
know something about what you are going to see beforehand you will greatly impress your hosts, not to mention other foreign visitors, 

and save yourself having to listen to long-winded explanations when you really want to get down to business. Proverbs have the handy 

function of offering a quick insight into the thinking and attitudes inherent in a different culture.] 

Birthdays 

A Korean is regarded as one year old at birth, counting the gestation period. So a person celebrates his/her birthday one 
year ahead of time. Traditionally, this was calculated by the lunar calendar, and, as in other parts of the Far East, a person 
is still said to be born in the Year of the Rabbit (this year, for instance), Rat, Ox, etc. 

There are 12 animal signs in the Korean zodiac, which, in combination with the ten ``heavenly stems,” form 60-year 
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cycles. One’s 60th birthday, called huan’gap and marking the completion of one cycle, is the most important of all. 

The two most significant holidays in the DPRK are April 15, the birthday of North Korea’s founder Kim Il Sung (born 
1912) and designated the Day of the Sun, and February 16, the birthday of the DPRK’s present leader his son Kim Jong 
Il (born 1942). On these days, instead of guests giving presents, the government distributes gifts to the populace. 

 
Reconstruction of a traditional Korean 60th birthday celebration [Photo: Worldisround]   
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