
May 23rd, 2011
 
Dear friends of the Ecumenical Forum for Korea,
 
Warm greetings,
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation on your 
solidarity you have shown for peace building on the Korean peninsula. I am 
writing to you in order to inform you of the recent urgent situation on the Korean 
peninsula. 
 
On 18th of May, last Wednesday, the NCCK has sent 172 tons of flour, which 
costs 87,000 U$, to the Korean Christian Federation in the DPRK through the 
channel of the Amity Foundation in Nanjing, China. 
 
It took almost 2 months for the Amity Foundation to purchased the flour and 
transport them in truck to Shineuijoo, a city at the boarder, with the great sense 
of solidarity. And it is on the way of transporting to Pyungyang. 
 
Actually it has been carried out according to the meeting of representatives from 
the NCCK and the KCF in Beijing, China, on March 16th, 2011.
 
We have heard of the serious problem of food shortage from them as well as 
from the World Food Program representatives. However as Lee Myung Bak’s 
government has blocked any civil society for last 3 years, we could not send 
any food or humanitarian assistance like medicine, milk to the starving people in 
DPRK.  
 
This determination and action to send the flour through the Amity Foundation 
has been reported in the media like daily and religious news papers.  And this 
breakthrough  has  been  welcomed  and  supported  by  many  churches  and 
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people, who had been longing and searching for the way of sending food to the 
DPRK. 
 
The Korean government is now very angry at this NCCK's activity,  and it  is  
going to make this case to the court as an illegal activity against to the Law of  
civilian cooperation  and exchange between the North  and the South,  which 
strictly forbid any contact and meeting with North Korea without the permission 
of government.
 
At this moment, the NCCK would like to ask you, the ecumenical partners who 
are  seeking for  peace on Earth,  to  give concern,  to  pray and to  cooperate 
together with Korean Christians who just wanted to open the strictly closed door 
between the North and the South, and send the food to the starving people.
 
The  following  are  some points  reported  in  the  news regarding  the  NCCK's 
position:
 
1) Christians in South Korea firmly believe that supporting food to our brothers 

and sisters in the North who are faced with starving is to follow the teaching 
of Jesus Christ.

2) Even though the South Korean government has prohibited civil organizations 
and religious organizations from supporting people in North Korea, we will  
follow the order of Jesus Christ, to love our suffering neighbors.

3) We are appealing to South Korean government to resume its humanitarian 
support  to  North  Korea without  any condition,  if  it  really  wants  to  realize 
peace  on  the  Korean  peninsula.  Observing  the  serious  situations  of  our 
brothers and sisters in the North, we cannot limit its support of food only to 
babies and young children, which is violating the principle of humanitarian 
aids.

4) The NCCK will  continue to work for humanitarian aids to people in North 
Korea.
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 Our requests:

1) Therefore we would like to request you to give concern and prayer as well as 
your solidarity through which you urge your government to change its policy 
toward North Korea and to resume its economic support for people who are 
facing with starving.

2) And as well  it  would be good for you to write your church’s position and 
request to the South Korean government.

3) The Amity Foundation has expressed more than its willingness to help South 
Korean Churches'  support  to  people in  North Korea and to  send flour  to 
North Korea. 

Therefore we humbly ask you to join in our journey. Your financial participation 
will be affecting much on opening doors of humanitarian aids to North Korea.
 
With warm regards.

Rev. Dr KIM Young-ju
General Secretary 
National Council of Churches in Korea
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