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As a rich man is likely to be a better customer to the industrious people in his 
neighbourhood than a poor, so is likewise a rich nation. [Trade embargoes] by 
aiming at the impoverishment of our neighbours, tend to render that very 
commerce insignificant and contemptible. 

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations  

 

International
 

China Shipping Goods South via Rajin Port  

Domestic cargo from Northeast China is already being shipped through the DPRK 
port of Rajin to destinations in south and east China, according to the China Daily. 

The sea route via Rajin to eastern China's ports of Shanghai and Ningbo is shorter 
than the conventional road transportation, and cuts time and costs. 

In January this year, the first batch of cargo was shipped from Jilin Province to 
Shanghai via Rajin Port. 

It is estimated that the cost of coal shipped through Rajin Port from Northeast China 
to power plants in Southeast China can be reduced by 60 yuan (US$9.26) per tonne. 

  

EU to Provide US$14.5 Million in Food Aid to DPRK 

The European Union announced that it has earmarked some US$14.5 million in 
emergency aid to feed 650,000 North Koreans, following an investigation trip to the 
DPRK by EU experts in May.  

“Increasingly desperate and extreme measures are being taken by the hard-hit North 

Koreans, including the widespread consumption of grass,” the European 
Commission said in a statement.  



The severity of the situation prompted a switch of tactics by the commission. In 2008 
it stopped sending humanitarian aid to North Korea in favor of offering financing for 
longer-term development projects, which the Pyongyang government said it preferred.  

“The purpose of this aid package is to save the lives of at least 650,000 people who 

could otherwise die from lack of food,” Kristalina Georgieva, a European 

commissioner, said in the statement. “Our experts saw severely malnourished 

children in hospitals and nurseries where no treatment was available."  

Former US President Jimmy Carter and two other former presidents, Mary Robinson 
of Ireland and Martti Ahtisahri of Finland, and former Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland of Norway traveled to North Korea in April and issued grave warnings 
about the food situation there. (All four are members of the Elders, an independent 
group of world leaders established by Nelson Mandela.)  

According to the New York Times, Mr. Carter was particularly concerned about the 
refusal of the United States and South Korea to send humanitarian assistance to the 

North, saying their deliberate withholding of food aid amounted to “a human rights 

violation.”  

Mrs. Robinson echoed Mr. Carter’s concerns about what she called the “very 

serious crisis” over food supplies in North Korea because of a harsh winter, severe 
flooding and an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease. She said the withdrawal of 
American and South Korean food shipments had aggravated a dire situation, which 

had become, she said, “a matter of life-and-death urgency.”  

After his trip in April, Mr Carter said North Korean officials had guaranteed changes 
in the aid-distribution system so that Western governments and donors could track 
their deliveries and be certain that their aid was not being diverted to the military or 
the ruling elite.  

The European aid will be distributed through the World Food Program, which has 
been used by the United States and other countries and donors. Ms Georgieva said it 
would be strictly monitored, from the point of delivery at ports to when it reached 
recipients.  

The North Korean government has promised unrestricted access for random checks 
related to the aid, the commission said. While distributing the European aid, the 
World Food Program will pay 400 visits per month to warehouses, institutions caring 
for children, hospitals and distribution sites.  



 

The crater lake at the summit of Mount Paekdu, on the DPRK-China border 

France to Open Cooperation Bureau in P'yang  

France will open a cooperation bureau in North Korea, the Le Monde newspaper 
reported , but underscored that Paris was not launching diplomatic relations with the 
DPRK. 
 
A senior French diplomat is currently in Pyongyang where he "will present to the 
North Koreans" the future French representative, the daily said, identifying him as 
Olivier Vaysset, a diplomat who has worked in Singapore. 
 
The proposed office will handle cultural cooperation, it said.  
 
France is the only major European Union member that does not have diplomatic ties 
with the DPRK. 
 
French special envoy to Pyongyang Jack Lang visited the DPRK in November 2009. 
He said afterwards that France had offered to forge permanent cultural links with 
North Korea but not full diplomatic ties. 

  

India Donates Food to DPRK 

The World Food Program (WFP) announced that Indian Ambassador to the DPRK 
His Excellency Pratap Singh travelled to the port of Nampo in mid-July to welcome 
the offloading of food supplies destined for hungry women and children via the 
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP). 



Earlier this year the government of India donated US$1 million to the WFP’s 

operations in the DPRK, a contribution which was used to purchase 900 metric tons 
of soya beans and 373 tons of wheat. ``I am very happy to see the safe arrival of this 

food in a country where it is needed so urgently,” Ambassador Singh said while in 

Nampo. “India is keen to ensure that our Asian neighbors receive the help they need 

in difficult times, and that is why we have stepped forward and offered this food 

assistance.”  

The diet of the most vulnerable people in the DPRK lacks protein. Soya beans are 

protein-rich and a base ingredient in the WFP’s locally-produced blended foods, 

which are enriched with vitamins and minerals. The food is distributed through 

institutions to children and their mothers under the WFP’s current emergency 
operation, which aims to reach 3.5 million people. Ambassador Singh witnessed the 
offloading from the ship to port warehouses, and was briefed on how the WFP 
monitors food movements to final distribution points in institutions across the country. 

“The WFP is enormously grateful to the government and people of India for this 
contribution, which comes at a critical time for the people we are helping here in the 

DPRK,” said WFP DPRK Country Director Claudia von Roehl. 

 

``Incredible Pool of Talent in NK"  

[The following is an edited version of an article by Geoffrey K. See of Choson 
Exchange.] 

Not too long ago, I met a diplomat assigned to North Korea. Through the DPRK’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), his country awards scholarships to North Koreans 
to spend a year studying agriculture abroad. In our discussions, the diplomat 
complained that the candidates nominated were so far below his expectations that his 
government was planning to cancel the scholarship program. Most of the candidates 
hardly spoke English, were over 40 years old, and were far more interested in 
preaching Juche (the DPRK's national ideology) than in the scholarship subjects. 
Diplomats from other countries have recounted similar experiences. 

Their negative experiences seem strange to me, since Beijing University professors 
have told me that their North Korean students are routinely top of their classes, in 
Chinese, at what is one of the most selective and competitive universities in China. So 
what is the root of this disconnect? 

Choson Exchange, of which I am a part, runs a scholarship program for North 
Koreans to study overseas, focusing on business and political economy. Although we 
identify with many of the problems that other academic exchange programs have run 
into, our experiences with candidate selection have been different from what these 
diplomats experienced. 

For our program, we are currently conducting second-round interviews, and are 
generally pleased with the quality of our candidates. What we have found is that good 
partners and good procedures lead us to an incredible pool of people under the age of 



30. One candidate could articulate, in English, the merits of various fiscal schemes for 
attracting investors and different legal measures to combat corruption. Another speaks 
two foreign languages fluently without ever having lived abroad. Yet another initiated 
university exchanges between North Korea and other countries. Given their caliber, I 
could easily imagine some of these people as my classmates at Yale University, 
engaging professors in tough discussions on development policy. 

At the core, we believe that access to the many bright and hard-working young North 
Koreans is possible if an organization adheres to a process that is selective. Some 
exchange programs award opportunities to go abroad to those with whom they have a 
business relationship or outsource the entire selection process to North Korean 
partners out of expediency. These are assured ways of recruiting mediocrity. 

We tentatively chose candidates according to the following criteria: 

· Fluent or near-fluent in English  

· Intelligent, curious, and possessing a high-level of initiative  

· Strong work performance as indicated by current position relative to 
peers in the same cohort  

We emphasized to the North Korean institutions that we were under no obligation to 
offer scholarships if the quality of candidates fell below our expectations. We told our 
North Korean counterpart that we wanted candidates who could perform in the top-
quartile of a regionally-recognized university and that high-quality candidates were 
essential for continued interest from any university. 

Speculating on this experience, we believe that choosing good candidates is similar to 
choosing good investments. One has to adhere to the following principles: 

· Be Selective: Keep in mind that a bigger pool of candidates exists 

beyond what is often presented, and ensure that candidates are chosen 
not just on individual merit but also relative to competing candidates.  

· Be Disciplined: Walk away from candidates who are simply not up 
to expectation.  

· Conduct Due Diligence: There is no alternative to having people 

on-the-ground conducting the interviews.  

Given the high costs of full-length academic programs and the limited number of 

people we can support, we have to invest in only the “best and brightest.” This 

requires that we dedicate our efforts to selecting the people who best deserve such 
opportunities. We are waiting for feedback on the first batch of people we brought 
abroad to refine our process. 



  

  

[The World Council of Churches is an ecumenical 
fellowship of churches founded in 1948. Today the WCC brings together 349 
Protestant, Orthodox, Anglican and other churches, representing more than 560 
million Christians in over 110 countries, and works cooperatively with the Roman 
Catholic Church. This edited post is taken from a WCC press release dated June 27, 
2011 -- CanKor.] 

The silence of the international community to the plight of millions of North Koreans 
facing starvation and severe malnutrition was of deep concern to the members of an 
ecumenical forum for peace and reunification of the Korean Peninsula, which met 
June 16 to 19, in Nanjing, China. 

The group, the steering committee of the Ecumenical Forum for Peace, Reconciliation, 
Reunification and Development in the Korean Peninsula (EFK), called on churches 
and the ecumenical community to advocate and lobby governments, the United 
Nations and the European Union to end the current strategy of using food as a 
political weapon to isolate the North Korean government and cause its downfall. 

``Christians in South Korea are firmly committed to supporting food aid to our 
brothers and sisters in the North who are faced with starvation,” said the Rev. Kim 
Young-ju, general secretary of the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK). 
“The NCCK will mobilize financial resources to extend more support to the starving 
people in North Korea,” he added. 

Recently the NCCK sent a shipment of 172 tons of food to North Korea with the 
financial support of the EFK and South Korean churches, despite a South Korean 
government order prohibiting any civil society or religious organization supporting 
people in North Korea. 

The EFK, which is coordinated by the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs (CCIA) of the World Council of Churches (WCC), is composed of 
representatives from WCC member churches, constituencies and partners from 
Europe, North America and Asia. It also includes representatives from churches in 
North and South Korea. 

``Even though the South Korean government is prohibiting us sending food aid to 
North Korea, we will follow only the order of Jesus Christ, who taught us to love our 
suffering neighbors,” said the Rev. Kim. 

“While some countries and policy makers see a food blockade as an effective tool to 
discipline ‘recalcitrant countries,’ in North Korea it has become a weapon to punish 
poor and voiceless victims,” said Dr Mathews George Chunakara, CCIA director and 
chair of the EFK. 



In a written message, the Rev. Kang Yong Sop, chairman of the Korean Christian 
Federation (KCF) of North Korea, expressed appreciation for the efforts of support 
and solidarity by the ecumenical family members from around the globe through the 
coordination of the WCC. The letter was shared with the EFK by Ri Jong Ro, director 
of International Affairs for the KCF. 
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NK Citizens Win ROK Lawsuit 
 
Yonhap reported that four North Koreans from the same family have come to share 
assets left by their late father with their half-brothers and sisters in South Korea under 
mediation by a Seoul court in the first case of its kind. 
 
The North Koreans, surnamed Yoon, had filed a lawsuit against their South Korean 
stepmother and four half-brothers and sisters in February 2009 demanding they split 
10 billion won (US$9.35 million)- worth of assets left by their father, who died in the 
South. 
 
The Seoul Central District Court said the South Korean family agreed to give part of 
the disputed real estate from their father to the North Koreans, along with some of 
their inherited assets in cash.  
 
The court did not announce the exact amount of assets owed to the North Koreans, 
citing an agreement between the two sides not to disclose details of the deal mediated 
by the court. 
 
Several groups of North Koreans have filed similar lawsuits with South Korean 
courts as the latter’s Constitution considers the entire Korean Peninsula as its national 
territory.  
 
However, alarmed at the prospect of South Korean cash and assets being transferred 
to people in the northern part of the peninsula, the Seoul government is to enact 
legislation blocking any such move. 
 
Seoul’s Justice Ministry said the law will restrict North Koreans from taking their 
share of inherited assets out of the South even if they are granted ownership 
 
The North Koreans’ lawyer, Bae Geum-ja, confirmed that there will be no cross-
border transmission of the assets.  
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Andrews & Wykeham is a traditional British company offering customised security 
printing solutions. We implement cutting edge security printing, holography, laser 
marking, and microtaggant technologies to create a range of security products for the 
ID card, passport, banknote, document security, revenue protection and brand 
protection markets.  

The company has long been active in Asia-Pacific markets, and is interested in 
business opportunities in the DPRK. 

 Our contact details are :  

 Andrews & Wykeham 
Lutyens Building 
Kingsland Business Park 
Bilton Road 
Basingstoke 
RG24 8LJ  UK 
Tel +44 1256 477372 
Fax +44 1256 400180 
www.andrews-wykeham.co.uk 



jamie.willis@andrews-wykeham.co.uk 

 

 

Domestic 

 
Floods Add to NK Food Woes      

Severe flooding has worsened the current food shortage in the DPRK by inundating 
fields in many parts of the country. Heavy rain from July 12 to 15 left more than 
20,000 ha (50,000 acres) of farmland destroyed or submerged across the country, 
according to the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). 

The western and northeastern regions of Hwanghae and South Hamgyong were hit 
hard, with more than 250 mm (about 10 inches) of rain recorded in some areas, 
KCNA said. 

The downpour left several dykes, public buildings and roads destroyed, and the 
eastern city of Hamhung reported human casualties.  

The Korean peninsula’s breadbasket is the vast arable land now inaccessible in the 
south. Foreign embargoes make it difficult for the DPRK to earn hard currency with 
which to purchase food abroad.  
 
The above untitled photograph issued by KCNA shows flooding right in the heart of 
the capital. At the left is the Tower of the Juche Idea. 
 
 

Ryugyong Hotel Completed 
 



 
The new look of the Ryugyong  Hotel in Pyongyang [Photo: Getty Images] 

 
Construction of the 105-storey (303-m-high) Ryugyong Hotel in Pyongyang has been 
completed. Work on the hotel, named after an old epithet for the DPRK capital 
(``Willow Capital”), started in 1987, but was halted from 1992 to 2008, due to 
financial difficulties. Orascom Telecom, which provides mobile phone services in the 
DPRK, completed the task. The Ryugyong will house a business center and an 
international convention center, as well as guest rooms and offices. 
 
 

``Internet, Mobile Phone Access for Mount Kumgang Visitors” 
 
North Korea plans to make the Internet available to visitors to the Mount Kumgang 
tourism zone, and allow the use of mobile phones, according to a DPRK official 
interviewed by China Central Television. 
 
The official was identified only as ``with the guidance bureau of the Mount Kumgang 
International Special Tourism Zone,” according to North Korea Tech. 
 
Visitors normally have to leave their mobile phones with Customs upon arrival in the 
DPRK, and regain them upon leaving. 
 
North Korea already has its Kwangmyong intranet service, with search and e-mail 
functions. 
 

 

 NK Valve Maker Seeking Export Sales 

 The Munchon Valve Factory is one of the DPRK's major valve producers. The factory, 



 affiliated with the Korea General Machinery Trading Corporation, is located in 

 Munchon City, Kangwon Province.  

It manufactures a wide variety of valves, including cast-iron reflux valves, 

activity valves and check valves. It also produces cast-steel, bronze and brass valves.  

In particular, three-way stopcock, screw stopcock, oxygen welder stopcock   

  and oxygen mechanisms are in great demand domestically for their high quality.  

  The factory, which boasts a full contingent of able technicians and workers, pays great  

attention to scientific research, while consolidating its material and technological foundations.  

Kim Chang Su, deputy manager of the corporation, told KCNA that the factory is interested in  

doing business with valve production and sales companies in other countries. 

 

 

The Second Commodities Fair is being held at Pyongyang’s Number One Department Store. 

Economic Zones 

``Kaesong Wage to Rise by 5%” 

Yonhap reported that the minimum wage for workers at the inter-Korean industrial 

park in the North Korean border town of Kaesong is likely to rise by five percent this 



year, the same annual rate of increase since 2007. 

 

More than 46,000 North Koreans work at about 120 South Korean firms operating in 

the complex, despite the South's suspension of all other economic ties with the North 

last year. The local workers currently earn a minimum monthly income equal to 

US$60.775 following a five-percent increase that took effect last August. 

    

 

North Korean workers at a garment factory in the Kaesong industrial park.  
 

 

This year's new minimum rate goes into effect next month after negotiations between 
the factory park's management officials from the two sides. Under the park's labor 
regulations, the minimum wage can increase only up to five percent from the previous 
year. After this year’s increase, the North Korean workers will earn US$63.814 
monthly. 
 
Meanwhile, production at the industrial zone has continued to grow, according to 
recent data. The park's output of clothes, utensils, watches and other goods rose 26.1 
percent last year from 2009.  

  

``The Restaurant at Hana" 

[Phoenix Commercial Ventures issued the following press release on their latest 
projects in the DPRK:] 



Phoenix Commercial Ventures Ltd (www.pcvltd.com) is proud to announce that Hana 
Electronics JVC (a 50/50 joint venture based in the DPRK) has completed and moved 
into its new headquarters based near the Tongil Market in Pyongyang. 

Having moved in and set up its production facilities, Hana has now opened a 
restaurant (“The Restaurant at Hana”) and related leisure facilities (swimming pool, 
sauna, hairdresser, bar, gym, etc.) in its headquarters. 

The restaurant (which comprises a main dining room and several    private ones) and 
leisure facilities are open to locals and foreigners alike. Food for the restaurant is 

sourced locally. 

 

 

  

A video and photos of the restaurant can be viewed on the Phoenix website. 

About Phoenix Commercial Ventures Ltd 
Phoenix Commercial Ventures Ltd offers investors business and investment 
opportunities in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), enabling them 
to take advantage of the economic reforms that are taking place there. 

Phoenix Commercial Ventures Ltd maintains an office in Pyongyang, almost the only 
European company to do so, and operates with the following specific aims: 

• Identify commercially viable investment projects in the DPRK on a case by case 

basis 

• Identify reliable local partners for all forms of business in the DPRK, either trade or 
investment 

• Seek overseas investment sources for such projects 

• Minimize the risk in such projects by taking responsibility for supervision of the 

local set-up procedures and management of the projects 



About Hana 
Hana was established in May 2003. In 2004 it began manufacturing and selling DVD 
and VCD players, as well as pressing and selling CDs. 

When the company first began operations it employed barely a handful of people. 
Now it employs over 200, and has thus become a major employer with significant 
social responsibilities, which it takes very seriously. 

Hana has established a nationwide distribution network throughout the major cities in 
the DPRK. While it manufactures and markets CDs, it also has an exclusive long-term 
contract with the Mansudae Arts Center, which belongs to the Ministry of Culture, 
one of the partners in the JV, for 300 works, including movies, karaoke and other 
music. 

Hana now produces and sells a range of DVD players, and plans to move into other 
consumer electronics products. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Phoenix Commercial Ventures Limited 
No. 901 
International House of Culture 
Ryonhwa-dong 
Central District 
Pyongyang 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
Corporate Website www.pcvltd.com 

          

Comment  

North Korea’s representative on the International Olympic Committee 
reacted positively to the news that the 2018 Winter Olympics would be 
hosted by Pyongchang, in the Republic of Korea (ROK) Chang Ung 
said on a visit to Japan: “Having the Winter Olympics in Asia is a 
good thing,” He also praised the presentation in support of 

Pyongchang’s bid by the ROK’s biggest winter sports star，figure 
skater Kim Yu-na, saying, ``She did really well.” 
 
Meanwhile, South Korea’s ruling and opposition parties have agreed 
to seek a way to enter joint ROK-DPRK teams at Pyongchang. This 
has happened before, most notably at the Sydney Olympics in 2000, 
when athletes from the South and the North marched under a blue 
``united Korea” flag.    

The opposition Democratic Party (DP) is seeking to link the successful 
bidding of Pyongchang for hosting the 2018 Winter Games to 
speeding up resumption of the stalled Mount Kumgang tourism 



project.“The Winter Games will draw huge numbers of tourists from 
around the world, and we can expect synergy effects only when the 
Games are tied to tour packages to the northern mountain,”  DP leader 
Sohn Hak-kyu said. 
 
Sohn stressed that the Pyongchang Olympics should provide the basis 
for the elevation of inter-Korean cooperation, exchanges and eventual 
reunification.  
 
DP Supreme Council member Rep. Lee In-young went further, calling 
for the joint hosting of the Winter Olympic Games, demanding the 
ROK government propose the idea to North Korea. 

 
ROK President Lee Myung-bak is dead set against any NK 
participation at Pyongchang. But he won’t be in power after next year.   

 

 

Touring North Korea 
 

KFA  
Delegation to North Korea     

-August 2011- 
Mass Games ARIRANG 

 
 

Date: August 11 to 20 2011 
  
Maximum of 20 people 
 
Not open to holders of US, Republic of Korea (South Korea) or Japanese passports. 
However, there is a trip specially for US passport holders covering roughly the same 
ground August 11-18. 
 
http://www.korea-dpr.com/travel.htm 

Presentation, information and pre-inscription form can be found on the following 
Internet page: 
 
http://www.korea-dpr.com/travel.htm 
  
Gallery of previous visits available at: 
 
http://www.korea-dpr.com/users/thai/trip.htm 
 
E-mail enquiries:  korea@korea-dpr.com 
Telephone: +34 697973473 



 
The Korean Friendship Association (KFA) is organizing a trip to the DPRK (North 
Korea) from August 11 to 20 2011, including a visit to the Mass Games (Arirang 
Festival), where 100,000 artists will participate in the world’s biggest display.  
 
A visitor joining the KFA Delegation is not treated as a tourist but as a friend of the 
DPRK, having access to places, information, insights and events not available to 
regular visitors. 
 

NK NEWS: Tour of Chongjin, Mt. Paekdu, WonsanNK NEWS: Tour of Chongjin, Mt. Paekdu, WonsanNK NEWS: Tour of Chongjin, Mt. Paekdu, WonsanNK NEWS: Tour of Chongjin, Mt. Paekdu, Wonsan    

 

The year 2010 saw new destinations in the DPRK like Hamhung opening their doors 
to foreign tourists, with new regulations giving American visitors far greater access 
than ever before.  But with a wide range of operators now offering packages to travel 
North Korea, deciding on the right option has become an increasingly difficult choice. 

As part of a new and regular feature, NK News will survey the options available for 
prospective tourists and highlight those itineraries that merit particular worth.  Tours 
will be showcased appropriately for the main viewers of the NK News website -- 
serious North Korea watchers.  As such, selections will be based on originality, value 
for money and extent to which they give an impression of the “real” North Korea. 

Featured Tour # 1: Chongjin, Paekdu & Wonsan 

Dates: August 22 – Tuesday 30 August (8 Days, 7 Nights – excluding all travel time) 
Price:  1,695 Euros (inclusive of 100 Euro NK News discount) 
*Price Includes: Transportation to and from Beijing, all internal flights and 
transportation, hotels and food. 
Americans Accepted? Yes 

To start off, we begin by highlighting Young Pioneer Tours‘ forthcoming “Paekdu, 
Chongjin & East Coast” tour of North Korea, one of the most unique and best-value 
itineraries currently available. 

Young Pioneer Tours started its North Korea program in 2009, quickly making a 
name for itself as an operator providing exceptionally good value.  Several friends 
have gone on tours with YPT, and all have reported good service, hence we are happy 
to recommend this company to visitors to NK News. 



Please mention NK News for a 100 Euro discount from Young Pioneer Tours.      

 

  

 

 

  
Koryo Tours is proud to be able to announce that we have now posted dates, prices, and 
itineraries for our tours in the first half of 2012 on our website and they are all available for 
booking! Read also more about the latest news and interesting updates!   
  

  

  

1. Looking ahead to the year 2012 
  
April 15th 2012 is a very significant day in the DPRK-
it's the 100th anniversary of the birth of eternal 
President Kim Il Sung and as such will be marked by 
large-scale celebrations and events as well as the 

usual festive merry-making that goes on in 
Pyongyang during national holidays. Although the 
details are not yet confirmed we expect a Mass 
Games to take place at that time, most likely 
something new and never-seen-before so we're very 
excited about it. As well as this we will attend some 
local football matches next April (having just 

become the first and only company ever to take 
tourists to see a local league match - a blog posting 
about this has just been made at LINK), and 
whatever else will be going on at the time we will 
get you right in the thick of it.   
  
There are not many chances to be in a country on a 
day as significant as this so if you're interested in 

coming along please have a look at what we have to 
offer and drop us a line with any questions at all. 

 



Also if you'd like to book early we have a gift-pack 
especially for those who sign up before July 1st for 
tours next year.    

  
   
  
2011 and 2012 Tours with dates prices and 
itineraries can be found here 
or: 
http://www.koryogroup.com/travel_groupTours.php 

  
If you cannot access our website, you can view the 
2011 tour itineraries here: 
http://www.slideshare.net/KoryoTours/koryo-tours-
scheduled-group-tours-for-2011 
  
  
 

 

2. Koryo Tours 20 years! 
  
With ever more news coming out of North Korea and ever more people looking to visit we continue 
to use our 2 decades of experience to offer the very best tours available. As the only company 
whose staff actually make monthly visits to North Korea we're ideally placed to make this a holiday 
that you will never forget, and 2012 is the biggest occasion in the DPRK calendar for the last few 
decades, if you've been thinking about going then this could be time to get it done, with tours from 

3 - 18 days we should have something for everyone, so tell your friends and we hope to see you in 
Pyongyang!  

 
One of Pyongyang’s famous traffic policewomen [Photo: Feng Li/Getty Images]  

 

                                        



    

 
View of Pyongyang across the Taedong River. Grand People’s Study Hall, left; Ryugyong Hotel, 
center. [Photo:Feng Li/Getty Images] 
 
 
 

Political Tours 
 



 
 
This year a new tour operator has emerged that seems to confound some of those 
expectations about a tour to the north. UK-based operator Political Tours has teamed 
up with the well-established Koryo Tours to create, (as its name would suggest), tours 
that are deliberately political. Surprisingly the DPRK’s tourism officials seem happy 
to comply. NK News interviewed Director of Political Tours Nicholas Wood, to find 
out more about the itinerary.  
 
Q: What kind of destinations do you offer tours to, and what country has proved most 
popular so far? 
 
A: We look at regions that are pivotal regions in international affairs such as the 
Middle East, the Caucasus and the Balkans. North Korea was an obvious choice, and 
so far it is the tour that receives the most inquiries. 
 
Q: What kind of tourists do your tours typically attract? 

 
A: Our clients cover a huge spectrum of people – from inner-city kids wanting to 
learn lessons from conflict zones, to news editors and politicians and officials who 
have a professional interest in a particular region. (They might belong to an NGO or a 
think tank for example). But now the huge majority of inquiries are coming from 
people who are interested in current affairs and just want a challenging or stimulating 
break. 
 
Q: With so many other companies offering trips to the DPRK, what sets your tours 
apart from the competition? 
 
A: While we cover some of the more conventional sites such as Mansudae and the 
Truce Village, both the itinerary and the speakers involved in the tour break the mold 
of most visits to the north. Our first tour this October is led by James Hoare, the 
former British diplomat who established Britain’s first diplomatic mission in 
Pyongyang. The itinerary also includes visits to some unlikely visitor attractions – 
schools, universities, a working port – in short we are attempting to see a realistic a 



slice of life in the north as possible. Another difference is the series of pre-tour 
briefings that we give our clients in Beijing before they head for Pyongyang. 
Participants get to hear analysis on North-South relations. NGOs brief on their work 
with communities in the country. Chinese analysts also give their take. 
 
Q: In a sentence or less, why should someone interested in visiting the DPRK go on 
your October tour?  
 
A: We’d like to think that these will be the best informed trips on the market, and 
ones that will give people as realistic a view of daily life inside the DPRK as possible. 

  
For more information about Political Tours’ October itinerary, please visit their 
website. 
 



                                                  

 
 
                                       

                                                                                     
Korea Compass 

[The purpose of this section is to provide some background knowledge, especially for people 

making their first trip to the DPRK. If you know something about what you are going to see 



beforehand you will greatly impress your hosts, not to mention other foreign visitors, and save 
yourself having to listen to long-winded explanations when you really want to get down to 
business. Proverbs have the handy function of offering a quick insight into the thinking and 

attitudes inherent in a different culture.] 

Wonsan 

Wonsan, the capital of Kangwon Province, is a port city and seaside resort located on 
the  southeast coast of the DPRK.  Its population is 363,000.   

Wonsan is also an important rail hub, situated on the main line running up the coast to 

the country’s only rail link to Russia via Khasan. Additionally, the city is the east 

coast terminus for one of the DPRK’s three main east-west rail lines. Because of the 

large volume of train traffic that transits the city, Wonsan is the site of a major rail 
yard. In addition to its rail connections, Wonsan is linked to Pyongyang by the Youth 
Hero Motorway, the major east-west highway crossing the country.      

About 20 percent of the land included in the area of  Wonsan City is arable. There are 
17 small cooperative farms there, which grow rice, vegetables and fruit, and engage in 
livestock raising. 

The city is home to a wide variety of industries—including rolling stock, shipbuilding, 

textiles, marine products and machinery. But the pride of the city is the Wonsan 
Youth Power Station, which includes five hydropower plants, completed in 2009. A 
second hydroelectric project, the Wonsan Army-People Power Station, is under 
construction.   

Wonsan has about a dozen higher-level educational institutions—specializing in 

agriculture, medicine, fisheries, and education. The Wonsan University of Agriculture 
is the largest agricultural university in the DPRK, and the Wonsan University of 

Economics is one of the country’s major centers for training in economics.  

As a favorite spot for summer vacations, Wonsan offers attractive beaches the 
Songdowon Recreation Resort and the Songdowon International Children's Camp. 

 

The Chonsam Cooperative Farm on the outskirts of Wonsan. The slogan reads ``Rejuvenation by 
our own efforts." [Photo: Flikr] 



 

View of the Songdowon International Children's Camp [Photo: Panoramio/Google Earth]  

 

 
 

 
 


