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As a rich man is likely to be a better customer to the industrious people in his 
neighbourhood than a poor, so is likewise a rich nation. [Trade embargoes] by 
aiming at the impoverishment of our neighbours, tend to render that very 
commerce insignificant and contemptible. 

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations  

International
 

China, DPRK to Develop Economic Zones 

China has announced plans to help its major firms invest in North Korea, Reuters 
reported. 

"We will support big Chinese companies who are willing to invest in North Korea to 
broaden the economic and trade cooperation with that country, to push the two sides 
to upgrade two-way trade and investment structures, and study the feasibility of 
cooperation on big projects," China’s Deputy Commerce Minister Chen Jian said in 
an official statement. 

The priority would be given to two economic zones -- in Rason on North Korea's east 
coast, and the Hwanggumphyo and Wihwa islands on the border with China, set up 
over a year ago. 

The comments followed a week-long trip to China by Jang Song Taek, uncle of 
DPRK leader Kim Jong-un. Jang was there to discuss the development of joint 
economic projects in China and North Korea. 



 
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao (R) shakes hands with Jang Song Taek, head of a 

delegation from the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and chief of the 

central administrative department of the Workers' Party of Korea, in Beijing, 

capital of China, August 17, 2012. 

Wen said both sides should give priority to developing and managing the zones as 
well as implementing the consensus reached by the joint steering committee. 
 
The Chinese premier said the two governments should strengthen the leadership and 
planning of their cooperation on the zones, improving laws and regulations; 
encourage relevant regions to actively participate, with close coordination; and let the 
market play its role in creating favorable conditions for land and tax purposes. 
 
He called on the committee to encourage businesses to invest in the zones and help 
enterprises solve their problems, and improve customs and quality inspection services 
to help with bilateral cooperation. 
   

Rason Holds 2
nd

 International Trade Fair 

[The following is an edited version of an AP dispatch] 



 
 

China-made machinery on display at the Second Rason International Trade Fair [Photo: AP] 

An international trade fair staged at the exhibition hall in the Rajin-Sonbong 
economic development zone in North Korea's far northeast offered foreign investors 
and visitors from China, Britain, Russia and elsewhere, as well as journalists from 
The Associated Press, a glimpse at the efforts to turn a long-neglected, remote region 
into a manufacturing, tourism and transportation hub. 

A diorama of the future Rason International Commercial Trade Center displayed at 
the trade fair showed rows of modern buildings sparkling with lights and cars parked 
under street lamps along tree-lined streets — what officials hope the zone will look 
like in years to come. But whether that vision comes to fruition will depend in large 
part on whether China comes through with the electricity, supplies and money needed 
to bring Rason into the 21st century. 

Over the past two years North Korea's leadership has made the bid to transform Rason 
into an international hub a priority, along with drawing much-needed foreign 
investment. Jang Song Taek, a senior official and uncle of leader Kim Jong Un, led a 
visit to China to discuss joint cooperation on developing economic zones along the 
border in an indication that the project has the attention of top officials. 

North Korea's economy has languished in sharp contrast to the booming market 
economies of its neighbors in Northeast Asia. Pyongyang has not publicly released 
detailed economic data for decades, but the CIA Factbook estimates its per capita 
GDP at US$1,800. Outside the capital, Pyongyang, much of the country remains poor, 
with buildings and roads in dire need of repair, and the United Nations says two-thirds 
of North Koreans face some form of chronic food shortage. 

In recent years, North Korea has turned increasingly to China to provide trade, 
investment and know-how in exchange for access to its minerals and labor. 



Government policy calls for strengthening economic cooperation with other countries 
while still maintaining North Korea's "juche" policy of self-reliance, Yun Yong Sok, 
deputy department director of North Korea's Committee for Investment and Joint 
Ventures, told the state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) in March. 
"Contracts on joint ventures and joint collaboration have been on the increase, with 
the investment environment changing for the better," he told KCNA. 

The geographic potential of Rason, which encompasses the cities of Rajin and 
Sonbong, is clear. It sits on the far northeastern tip of North Korea, with Russia on 
one side and China on the other. Officials told AP the zone is called the "golden 
triangle" because it has three ports with waters that never freeze, offering potential 
routes into all three countries. 

It was earmarked in 1991 as a special economic zone, with officials seeing promise in 
building factories for manufacturing and expanding the Rajin port for shipping. 
However, little was done to develop Rason until North Korean authorities in recent 
years gave the area some autonomy from Pyongyang and amended or wrote new laws 
that make it easier for foreign businesses to set up shop, particularly regarding visas 
and entry. 

Meanwhile, the Yatai Group, a Chinese conglomerate, has announced that it has 
signed a 50-year contract with Rason officials to build a complex around Unsang 
Harbor to produce cement and mortar. 

An AP reporter found crews working on renovating rails to link Rajin and the Russian 
city of Khasan, which would provide a link to European markets, as well as tracks 
between Rajin and the Tumen River at the Chinese-North Korean border. 

City officials say they are even working on sprucing up tourist sites. 

Kim Yong Ho, president of Kumyong Co., which provides services to restaurants in 
Rason, said business in the area is booming and he is seeing more customers, both 
North Korean and foreign. 



 

China-made trucks exhibited at the Second Rason International Trade Fair [Photo: AP] 
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Community of Sant’ Egidio 

 
I.  

Vatican Body Delivers Food Aid to NK 

A Catholic charity from Rome has delivered 25 tonnes of food aid to the DPRK, in a rare 
move as North Korea has no formal ties to the Vatican or to the Catholic Church. 

The group, the Community of Sant’Egidio, has been involved for decades in international 
aid and cooperation initiatives. Sant’Egidio representative Mauro Garofalo visited North 
Korea May 24-30 to oversee the distribution of rice, beans, sugar and oil to two 



institutions for elderly people and one orphanage in a district about 100 km south of 
Pyongyang. 

The food aid program was set up at the request of North Korea’s former ambassador to 
Rome, Han Tae Song. 

Garofalo said he was allowed to oversee the arrival and effective distribution of the aid 
shipments. He also had “cordial meetings” with aid officials and with representatives from 
the Foreign Ministry in Pyongyang. 

A second aid mission is being planned and should leave before the end of this year, he 
added. 

According to Garofalo, “North Korea’s population lacks almost everything: first of all 
more and more nutritive food. But we could also see that they need detergents, 
disinfectants, drugs and medical devices.” 

“Political considerations notwithstanding, the country’s productive system has been 
severely put to the test by the US and UN embargoes, especially as a consequence of fuel 
scarcity.” 

In an official letter, the Central Committee of the Korean Federation for the Care of the 
Aged thanked Sant’Egidio for its “humanitarian lofty aid,” adding that further “active and 
continuous aid” was expected. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization warned last week that North Korea faced 
severe food insecurity because of the worst drought in a century. 

It further urged the international community to work with local representatives to supply 
aid to the country. 

Caritas Korea, based in Seoul, organized Sant’ Egidio’s food shipment. 

 

  

Korean Friendship Network  



 Dear Supporters 

I am happy to let everyone know that our delegation had a successful and productive 

DPRK trip to follow up on our Food for Friends project.  Hungry orphaned children 

and disabled workers are now receiving the nutrition they were missing before, and the 

benefits of these healthy meals are alleviating malnutrition. 

 

Not too long ago there were many orphaned children who were at a serious tipping 

point just holding on to life because they were eating very little food and did not have 

the right kinds of food that were essential for their required diet as babies and small 

children.  The problem was quite serious and the need was desperate.  I am blessed to 

say that children who were previously starving are now alive with energy as a result of 

eating nutritional meals at this time. 

 

We personally had the chance to meet many of the children and the disabled at each of 

the beneficiary sites who are full of life and lots of love, and they can truly feel the 

impact of the food that they are able to eat now.  This food has provided new hope for 

the children and our visit has brought a bit of sunshine into their lives. 

 

This food was only a small but important step.  The effects of having an improper diet 

are obvious when looking at the children and particular conditions that they suffer 

from.  Strict food rations remain in place and the disabled and orphans’ continued 

vulnerability to starvation is a big concern that we continue to address as a top and 

urgent priority. 

 

Each of the beneficiaries would personally like to thank all of the donors and people 

who have contributed to Food for Friends and they kindly ask for our continued 

support.  The beneficiaries have strongly emphasized just how important this food 

donation has been to the children and disabled.  

 

We have some big challenges ahead of us, and we are working at full speed to meet 

very critical humanitarian demands that can potentially improve the lives of many 



Koreans who stand to greatly benefit from the assistance that we are able to 

provide.  The meals that were recently sent to the orphanages and disabled centers in 

North Korea could never have become a reality without the support from kind-hearted 

people like you.    

 

Thank you very much to each of the individual donors. 

 

Please be sure to take a few moments to visit our website at 

www.koreanfriendshipnetwork.org where there are photos of the children we visited 

and read updates about the things we are working on.  Your continued support is very 

much needed and any donation that you can provide to the projects we do for orphans 

and the disabled in North Korea is always greatly appreciated. 

 

Yours in the Spirit of Rotary, 

Kindest regards 

Gary Permenter 

  

  

Inter-Korean
  

 

``Pyongyang University Wants ROK Teachers” 
 

 

 

 

The Korea Times reported that an elite university in North 

Korea funded by outside groups hopes South Korean 

professors will be allowed to join its staff despite thorny 

cross-border ties.  

 

Park Chan-mo, the Korean-American chancellor of 

Pyongyang University of Science and Technology (PUST), 

said the North would welcome the professors, as they would 

help the school overcome a staffing shortage.  

 

“North Korea is eager to have well-trained professors even though they may be of South 

Korean nationality,” Park told The Korea Times during a visit to Seoul. “Once (restrictions) 

 

Park Chan-mo, 
PUST chancellor 



are relaxed we will have no staffing problems because I know many South Korean professors 

want to teach at PUST,” he added. 

 

The chancellor said that while politics have hampered the flow of donations from the South -- 

including needed medical supplies -- PUST was progressing toward its goal of providing 

students with the tools for greater interaction with the international community.  

 

The vision, he said, is for the university to one day act as a reconciliation project like the 

jointly-run Kaesong Industrial Complex in the North, where Koreans from both sides of the 

border and others interact.  
 

Nearly two years after its opening, PUST has begun to bloom into a bastion for ideas, the 

chancellor said. Students are enthusiastic to learn about capitalism, and those in graduate 

school can access the Internet, activities once difficult to imagine.  

 

“I think North Korea is trying to use our university as a model for globalization,” said Park, a 

former president of Pohang University of Science and Technology in the South. “Of course, 

they can’t open up all the universities right away to things like the Internet. But they can test 

the effects.” 

 

Pyongyang has shown hints recently of seeking greater interaction with the outside, revising 

laws on foreign investment and sending delegations abroad to study market principles, signals 

that have continued under new leader Kim Jong-un.  

 

Originally conceived in 2001, the university was supported for a time by the South Korean 

government, which contributed US$1 million for its establishment. But tensions forced private 

Christian organizations to pick up the funding slack.  

 

Professors, who currently come mostly from Western countries, encounter no problems in 

teaching economics, Park said. “The teachers told us they could only teach capitalism because 

that is what they know. The North Korean authorities said that was all right as long as that 

was what was taught in America.” 
 

The university recently finished hosting the inaugural Pyongyang Summer Institute, which 

aims to help the North catch up in the field of statistics and survey methodology. Organized 

by the American Statistical Association, the event brought experts from around the world, 

including two US government officials, Park said. 

 

PUST will soon send some students abroad to Yanbian University of Science and Technology 

(YUST) and Westminster University in London. Those traveling to YUST will study 

Enterprise Resource Planning -- systems that integrate information across all areas of an 

organization  -- so they can introduce it to PUST.  



 

He noted that North Korean professors recently deployed abroad to learn about market 

practices had been placed in “very important” government posts.  

 

“I believe they are not only trying to learn but also put into practice a capitalistic economy. I 

think they are trying to improve the economic condition of their people.” 
 

 

 

  

Domestic 

    
Rare Earths Bankroll North Korea's Future 
 
[The following is an edited version of an article by Leonid Petrov which first 
appeared in Asia Times]  
 
Those who travel to North Korea regularly might have noticed that the last couple of 
years have brought significant improvement in the country's economic situation. 
Newly built high-rise apartments, modern cars on the roads and improved 
infrastructure come as a surprise to visitors. It begs the question, where does 
Pyongyang get the money from?  
 
The ambitious rocket and nuclear programs, which North Korea continues to pursue 
despite international condemnation, are expensive and harmful to its economy. 
Foreign sanctions continue to bite the Democratic People's Republic of Korea's 
foreign trade and investment prospects. Regular floods and droughts, animal 
epidemics and other natural disasters hit the fragile economy even harder.  
 
According to expert estimations, the DPRK should have ceased to exist in the mid-
1990s, after the Communist Bloc collapsed and the country’s founder President Kim 



Il Sung died. But North Korea has fully recovered after the famine and even shows 
steady signs of economic growth.  
 
Foreign critics looked everywhere trying to unravel the mystery. After 2008 the 
stalled inter-Korean cooperation left North Korea without South Korean financial 
assistance. Western humanitarian aid has also been exhausted or reduced to a number 
of goods with little market value. Although the volume of North Korea's foreign trade 
is negligible, the domestic economic situation continues to improve. Pyongyang is 
routinely accused of violating international sanctions by trading arms, smuggling 
drugs, counterfeiting US dollars and other crimes.  
 
These activities would be expected to refill the impoverished state with badly needed 
foreign exchange. However, anti-proliferation operations and bank account 
interdictions have never disclosed anything criminal nor have they managed to answer 
the main question: Where does the money come from?  
 
In fact, North Korea is sitting on a ``gold mine.” The northern part of the Korean 
peninsula is well known for its rocky terrain, with 85% of the country composed of 
mountains. It hosts sizeable deposits of more than 200 different minerals, of which 
deposits of coal, iron ore, magnesite, gold ore, zinc ore, copper ore, limestone, 
molybdenum and graphite are the largest and have the potential for the development 
of large-scale mines.  

 
After China, North Korea's magnesite reserves are the second-largest in the world, 
and its tungsten deposits are almost the world's sixth-largest. Still the value of all 
these resources pales in comparison to prospects that promise the exploration and 
export of rare earth metals.  
 
Rare earth metals are a group of 17 elements found in the earth's crust. They are 
essential for the manufacture of high-tech products and in green technologies, such as 
wind turbines, solar panels and hybrid cars.  
 
Known as "the vitamins of high-tech industries," REMs are minerals necessary for 
making everything that we use on a daily basis, such as smart phones, flat-screen TVs, 
and notebook computers. Some rare earth metals, such as cerium and neodymium, are 
crucial elements in semiconductors, cars, computers and other advanced technological 
areas. Other types of REMs can be used to build tanks and airplanes, missiles and 
lasers.  
 
South Korea estimates the total value of the North's mineral deposits at more than 
US$6 trillion. Not surprisingly, despite high political and security tensions, Seoul is 
showing a growing interest in developing REMs together with Pyongyang.  
 
In 2011, after receiving permission from the ROK Ministry of Unification, officials 
from the Korea Resources Corp. visited North Korea twice to study the condition of a 
graphite mine. Together with their counterparts from the DPRK's National Economic 
Cooperation Federation they held working-level talks at the Kaesong Industrial 
Complex on jointly digging up REMs in North Korea. An analysis of samples 
obtained in North Korea showed that this type of rare earth metals could be useful in 
the manufacture of liquid crystal display (LCD) panels and optical lenses.  



 
The joint report also revealed that there are large deposits of high-grade REMs in the 
western and eastern parts of North Korea, where prospecting work and mining have 
already begun. It also reported that a number of the rare earth elements are being 
studied in scientific institutes, while some of the research findings have already been 
introduced in economic sectors. The North built a REM reprocessing plant in 
Hamhung in the 1990s, but has been unable to put the plant into full operation due to 
power and supply bottlenecks.  
 
Rare earth minerals are becoming increasingly expensive, as China, the world's 
largest rare earth supplier, puts limits on its output and exports. In February, China's 
exports of rare earth metals exceeded the price of US$1 million per ton, a nearly 
900% increase in price from the preceding year.  
 
China, which controls more than 95% of global production of rare earth metals, has 
an estimated 55 million tons of REM deposits. North Korea has up to 20 million tons 
of REM deposits but does not have the technology to explore its reserves or to 
produce goods for high-tech industry. Nevertheless, in 2009 the DPRK's exports of 
rare metals to China stood at US$16 million-worth, and as long as someone invests, 
exports will continue to expand.  
 
This growing rise in REM prices and strong demand gives the young leader Kim Jong 
Un a good chance to improve the economic standing of North Korea without actually 
shaking up its economy.  
 
Following the Gulf States' and Russia’s example of catching the wind of rising oil 
prices in their sails, Pyongyang is likely to follow suit, becoming rich and powerful 
through the exploration and sale of natural resources. The export of rare earth metals 
will replenish the state’s coffers, stimulate the loyalty of the elites to Kim Jong Un's 
rule and ensure the growth of consumption among ordinary people.  
 
Relations with South Korea, China and Japan are also likely to improve due to the 
large scale cooperation needed for exploring, processing and utilizing REMs -- the 
minerals of the 21st century.  
 
Pyongyang needs international assistance through joint projects to explore its mineral 
resources, and especially its rare metals and rare earth minerals. North Korean and 
Chinese teams have been cooperating to explore mineral resources in the DPRK for 
many decades. Seoul has recently expressed interest in working with Pyongyang on 
mining projects and technological innovations.  

 
It is possible that Japan and Taiwan, which are looking for alternative REM supplies 
for their micro-processor and other cutting-edge industries, might also decide to 
contribute to the development of this economically promising venture.  
 
Paradoxically, the promise of Kim Jong Il might soon come true, and North Korea 
may become a "rich and prosperous state" -- rich in natural resources and empowered 
by nuclear technologies. In that case, North Korea might not even need to go through 
a painful and potentially destabilizing economic reform.  
 



In addition, the idea of unification with the South by war or absorption will soon 
become meaningless. Gradually the level of prosperity in the two halves of the 
divided Korea will start equalizing, opening more opportunities for greater exchanges 
and cooperation.  

 
 

Economic Zones 

Kaesong Industrial Park's Output Up 23% 

 

Yonhap reported that the output of North Korea's Kaesong industrial park jumped 23 

percent in the first half of this year from a year earlier as more North Korean workers 

were hired at the South-North joint industrial project. 

 

The value of products manufactured at the industrial zone in the North Korean border 

city amounted to US$236.08 million during the January-June period of this year, 

compared with US$192.01 million for the same period last year, according to the 

ROK’s Unification Ministry, which handles inter-Korean issues.  

 

 

Rason to Get International Trade Center 

 



View of the Rason Economic Zone [Photo: KCNA] 

 

North Korea is making headway in a joint project with China to build a 
large-scale international trade center in the Rason economic zone, the 
North’s Korea Central News Agency (KCNA) reported. 
 
The project to build the Rason International Commerce and Trade Center 
began in April, jointly funded by the North's Rason Paekho Trading 
Corporation and a Chinese real estate development company based in 
Qinhuangdao, KCNA said.  
 
Rason was designated a special economic zone in 1991, seeking to become 
a potential hub for international transportation, trade and tourism. It is 
governed by a separate set of laws and rules giving local officials more 
autonomy.  

 
The first stage of construction, of seven buildings for storehouses and a 
wholesale market, will be finished in mid-October, KCNA said. The second 
stage will have nine buildings for shops, restaurants and hotels, and is 
expected to be completed in October next year.  
 
The area covers some 40,000 sq m, with a total floor space of 88,000 sq m, 
the report said. 
 
"The center is one of the big development projects in the zone," Song 
Ryang Dok, manager of the Rason Paekho Trading Corporation, was quoted 
as saying by KCNA. 

 

 

 

Construction is under way to link railway tracks in Rason with Russian railway lines. 

[Photo: AP] 



 

 

Comment  
The article by Leonid Petrov (see above) gives penetrating answers to several questions that 
have had other North Korea-watchers scratching their heads about for some time. One is, 
how has the DPRK managed to not only survive sanctions on its international trade without 
collapsing, but to ``show steady signs of economic growth”? The answer is that North Korea 
is richly endowed with minerals the rest of the world is eager to get hold of -- especially rare 
earth metals. 
 
As China, which controls over 95% of the latter, puts restrictions on its exports of REMs 
North Korea becomes an attractive supplier. This is all the more so because the country is 
eager to diversify its customers. Even the government of Lee Myung-bak in the South, 
despite its anti-North-trade stance, has had to allow ROK business representatives to 
approach their Northern counterparts about graphite and REM deals. 
 
As Petrov points out, exports of minerals may allow the DPRK to become a ``rich and 
prosperous state” without any serious destabilization of its traditional economy, the 
international cooperation needed for developing the North’s minerals sector would contribute 
to peace in Northeast Asia, and, with more equal economies and incomes in the two halves of 
the divided peninsula, there would be bright prospects for exchanges and a lowering of 
tensions between the ROK and the DPRK.  

  

Touring North Korea 

Asia Pacific Travel LTD 

North Korea Tours 2012 

Highlights：：：： 

*A new series of tours for intrepid travelers exploring North Korea's famous 

scenic mountains. Scheduled from June through September, these special tours 

include the difficult-to-visit dramatic and historic sites of Mt. Paektu, Mt. Chilbo, 

Hamhung, Wonsan, and Kumgang. Passengers will travel via charter flights 

from Pyongyang to the less accessible areas of the DPRK. These more 

adventurous itineraries will be in addition to the APTL’s “standard” offerings of 



monthly departures from April through November with various pre- and post- 

tours in China and South Korea. 

The North Koreans have reconfirmed that Americans (and nationalities other 

than South Korean citizens), may tour the DPRK for extended visits. This is 

unlike past years, when Americans could only visit for 5 days at a time. In 

addition, North Korea has reconfirmed that these visits may come throughout 

the year, not just during the annual Arirang mass performance period in the fall. 

Unfortunately, the ban on Americans taking the train in or out of the DPRK to 

China is still in effect (other nationalities, however, are allowed to take the train), 

resulting in slightly higher costs for Americans. 

All travelers to North Korea must travel in a group – even if it is a “group of 

one.” Normally it is best and more economical to have at least two travelers 

together so that they can share the costs. All APTL DPRK tours from August 

through September include the Arirang synchronized mass performance. 

  

About Asia Pacific Travel, Ltd.    

 

Asia Pacific Travel, Ltd. is an experienced tour operator specializing in custom 

first-class and deluxe travel for individuals and small groups to East Asia since 

1978.  Each year Asia Pacific Travel has arranged custom itineraries for 

hundreds of outbound passengers for travel to East Asia, particularly China, 

Japan, North and South Korea, Hong Kong, Macau, Mongolia, and Southeast 

Asia.   

Press Contact: Marian Goldberg, Marian Goldberg Marketing Communications 

Tel: 347-559-MGMC;  marian@mariangoldbergcomm.com  

Corporate Contact: Asia Pacific Travel, Ltd., P. O. Box 350, Kenilworth, IL 

60043-0350 USA  (2514 Laurel Lane, Wilmette, IL 60091-2230 USA)  

Tel:  1-800-262-6420, or 1-847-251-6400; Fax: 1-847-256-5601;  
Info@Asia1on1.com       

 



  

 
  

  

  
Word from our sources in Pyongyang is that the Arirang Mass Games of 2012 will be the last 

- so we suggest you sign up now to ensure that you can see this remarkable event while it is 

-  still running。 

  
While mass games have been performed since the 1940s in the DPRK the Arirang show is the 
largest and most impressive they have ever produced. Born in 2002, since 2007 it has been an 
annual event, but 2012 will be Arirang's 10th anniversary, and it seems the powers that be have 
decided to close the curtain. As for the reason, our Korean partners suggest that the narrative 
needs to change with the times.Combining dance, gymnastics, propaganda, politics, music,  
and even unicycling, this spectacular performance chronicles the struggles of the Korean  
people suffering under Japanese occupation, moving into the independent era and building a 
modern country - basically the period linked to the first 100 years since the birth of North  
Korea's Eternal President Kim Il Sung. 

  

HoweverHoweverHoweverHowever, since 2013 marks the 65th anniversary of the founding of the republic (September 9)  
as well as the 60th anniversary of the signing of the armistice that ended the Korean War (July 27), 

organisers are reportedly planning a organisers are reportedly planning a organisers are reportedly planning a organisers are reportedly planning a whole newwhole newwhole newwhole new performance for performance for performance for performance for 

next yearnext yearnext yearnext year  

– for more news on this, please stay on our mailing list! 
 http://www.koryogroup.com/travel_groupTours.php 
So if you haven't seen Arirang yet, or if you want to see it one last time, this is your chance. Don't  
miss out on the biggest performance in the world -- an event that makes any Olympic opening 
ceremony look like a school play! Staged at the massive May Day stadium in Pyongyang, 
Arirang is running from August 1 to September 9, 2012, but, as in the last few years, we do 
expect an extension, perhaps as far as the middle of October (usually it finally ends around  
October 17). Koryo Tours is pleased to present our most extensive array of tours ever 
offered during that period, please have a look! 

We have Mass Games tours that run from 2 to 16 nights, we have tours that stay in Pyongyang and 
tours that travel all around the country, from the relatively well-known areas to the rarely-seen mountain 
regions of the far north -- for a unique look at a mysterious country, try our two mountain biking tours.  
For the arts and culture fans, the Pyongyang International Film Festival is set for September, and only 
Koryo Tours is allowed inside; you can even be there for the premiere of our new romantic comedy  
feature film, Comrade Kim Goes Flying, the first North Korean film produced and directed by an 



international team. 
  

  

  

  

  
* A trip from the East Coast to the scenic Kuwol Mountains.  
  
Spectacular internal charter flight to Mount Paekdu - the highest mountain in Korea topped by the  
highest crater lake in the world. (cycle from the regional airport to the mountainside through forests 
and along roads and pathways few foreigners have ever seen from a vehicle, let alone on a bike!  
Ascending to the peak  for a picnic lunch, and the rest of the afternoon tour the area by bike, passing 
waterfalls, the official birthplace of Kim Jong Il and the Chinese border area. This is the most special 
part of a very special trip. 
  
The itinerary for this tour: http://www.koryogroup.com/travel_Itinerary_2012_cycling1.php  
please do have a look and if you are interested in joining this trip please drop us a line at 
 info@koryogroup.com   
  
If you like cycling and you're interested in seeing North Korea then this could be the one for you. There 
are no better bragging rights after a trip like this! 
  
Oh, just a minute, there's more! The Arirang Mass Games will be running at that time too (quite 
probably for the last time!) - you can also attend this amazing event, some more info and video 
clips can be seen at www.koryogroup.com/travel_massGames.php   
  
Get on your bike and join us, see you in Pyongyang! 

  

You can see some photos of the first-ever trip down the northeastern coastal road 
from Rason to Chongjin on our FLICKR Photostream at: 
 http://www.flickr.com/photos/koryo_tours/sets/72157629338457331/ 

   

  
 

 



 

                                          

  

 Korea Compass  

[The purpose of this section is to provide some background knowledge, especially for people 

making their first trip to the DPRK. If you know something about what you are going to see 

beforehand you will greatly impress your hosts, not to mention other foreign visitors, and save 
yourself having to listen to long-winded explanations when you really want to get down to 

business. Proverbs have the handy function of offering a quick insight into the thinking and 
attitudes inherent in a different culture.] 

 

The Ulsa Treaty 

Ulsa is the designation of the year 1905 in the traditional Korean calendar. This year 
is seared in the memory of all Koreans as marking the loss of their country, a loss 
which many feel continues to the present day in the form of the division of the Korean 
peninsula by foreign powers. Following the signing of the Taft-Katsura Agreement, 
by which the US agreed to give Japan a free hand in Korea in return for the US 
getting a free hand in the Philippines, Japan forced the Korean cabinet to sign the 
Treaty of Ulsa, which led to formal annexation in 1910. The Korean king, Kojong, 
refused to sign the treaty, and appealed to other countries for help, but in vain. The 
five ministers who signed the treaty are known as the ``Five Traitors of Ulsa,” an 
epithet still hurled at Koreans who would sell their country to foreign powers. 

 
The building in Seoul where the Ulsa Treaty was signed [Photo: Wikipedia] 

 
                                                       

Korean Proverb 
 
Pidanot ipgo pamgilkotgi 
 
(Put on your finery and go for a walk at night.) 
 
All cats are grey in the dark. 
 
 
 
 



 

Special Supplement 
By Paul Tjia 
 

 



 



 



 


