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As a rich man is likely to be a better customer to the industrious people in his 
neighbourhood than a poor, so is likewise a rich nation. [Trade embargoes] by 
aiming at the impoverishment of our neighbours, tend to render that very 
commerce insignificant and contemptible. 

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations  

 

International
 

PRC Firm to Invest in NK Gold Mine, Hotel  

A Chinese company has announced plans to invest US$20 million in a gold mine in 

North Korea as well as in the country’s first five-star hotel, according to the Chinese 

website www.idprkorea.com. (This website has a wealth of information on the North 
Korean economy and investment opportunities, in versions in different languages.) 

The mine, with deposits of 50 tonnes of gold, is in Unsan County  in North Phyongan 
Province in northwestern North Korea near the Chinese border. 

The report said Weijin Investment Group is the first Chinese company from Hunan 
Province to invest in North Korea. It quoted Weijin chairman Xia Juhua as saying, 

“North Korea is backward in infrastructure construction, so we can fulfill the 
requirements of mineral resources exploitation by offering technology and 

management support to the country’s key projects like highways and hotels.” 

He said Wejin plans to construct a 30-storey, five-star hotel to be completed this year, 
as well as investment in the rare earth sector in North Korea. 

The report said about 200 Chinese companies are investing in North Korea, and that 
over 70 percent were focusing on the mining sector. 

 

``Russia to Go Ahead with Pipeline” 

[The following is an edited version of an article which appeared in NK News.] 



In an interview with Interfax News Agency in February, Russian Ambassador to 
North Korea Aleksandr Timonin denied reports that construction on the trans-Korea 
pipeline had been harmed by North Korea’s financial demands, while also saying that 
separate Russian – North Korean and Russian – South Korean talks were continuing. 

In a separate interview, Russian Minister for Far East Development Viktor Ishayev 
said, “Construction of a gas pipeline to South Korea is being planned. This pipeline, 
incidentally, will go through North Korea and will collect about US$100 million 
annually in transit fees. I must stress that this is not a three-way agreement.” 

The pipeline agreement between Russia and North Korea was first reached by Kim 
Jong Il and then-President Dmitry Medvedev in August 2011, but has reportedly 
received the blessing of the DPRK’s present leader Kim Jong Un as well. 

South Korea is heavily dependent on imports for energy. According to a 2011 
estimate by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, it is not only the eighth-largest oil 
importer in the world, but also the ninth-largest natural gas importer. The proposed 
pipeline could carry as much as 10 billion cu m of gas a year into South Korea, and, 
according to former chairman of the ruling Saenuri party Hong Jun-pyo, would reduce 
natural-gas prices by about 30 percent. 

The development of a pipeline would correspond with a noticeable increase in Russia 
– North Korea economic ties, albeit from an extremely small level. Bilateral trade 
between Russia and North Korea increased considerably in the first half of last year, 
when Russia announced that it would write off 90% of the US$11 billion owed to it 
by North Korea. 

Russia is also one of the major drivers of development in the Rason Special Economic 
Zone, located in northeast North Korea near the borders of China and Russia. 

In addition to establishing a cross-border freight train service, a Russian company 
paid US$1 billion to obtain a 49-year lease on the Third Pier at Rason. Andray 
Abrahamian of Choson Exchange says that the pier is currently undergoing 
“refurbishment as well as bridge construction, which will allow Russian-gauge trains 
to go all the way to the port.” 

Meanwhile, the North Korean consul in Nakhodka, Sim Kuk Ryon, told a recent 
meeting of Russian investors that there would be two flights a week between 
Vladivostok and Rason in the future, though he did not specify what carriers or when 
the flights would begin.  
 

Phoenix regains Sinji brand name 



Phoenix Commercial Ventures, one of North Korea’s 
few domestic/foreign IT joint ventures, has reacquired rights to the Sinji brand, 
trademark and associated intellectual property rights, according to a press release 
issued from its London headquarters early in February. 

Sinji was launched in 2005 as a software development company and a 50/50 joint 
venture with the Korea Committee for the Promotion of External Economic 
Cooperation (CPEEC), which reports directly to the Cabinet. 

Phoenix sold off its half stake in the business in November 2010 to an unnamed buyer. 

“Phoenix Commercial Ventures Ltd will issue further updates as to the intended 

future operations and direction of the newly acquired Sinji brand,” the press release 
said. 

At one point, Sinji had big ambitions to become a major player in the computer 
operating systems market and a leading international brand, according to Business 

Insider. One of its stated goals was to “become the leading Linux group in the 

international market, through the development of high-security OS and related 

software.” 

But that never happened. 

The company was also promoting several software packages that handled work like 
facial recognition, voice signal processing and optical character recognition. 

While Sinji kept a foot in the IT sector, it also diversified. Upon its sale in late 2010, 

the company’s business consisted of the following areas: 

• Retail (consumer electronics, household necessities) 

• Software (e.g. the innovative web based e-learning platform, learnwithelsi) 

• Artificial flower manufacturing for export 

• SKD assembly/retail: Renewable energy products (e.g. small-capacity wind 

turbine generators) 



 

Ken Frost (left) and Nigel Cowie, directors of Phoenix Commercial Ventures 

 

``Short-sighted Sanctions Hurt Ordinary  People" 

[The following is an edited version of an interview which appeared in NKNews.] 

    
    

With North Korea’s third nuclear test likely paving the way for 
another round of sanctions at the United Nations in the coming weeks, 

it looks like business and enterprise in the DPRK is about to get 
even more difficult. Having endured tightening UN sanctions for years, 
it’s not clear yet what sanctions architects have in mind to punish 

Pyongyang for the latest test. But while it is often claimed that 
sanctions are only designed to interfere with the activities of the 

leadership and military, their often blunt characteristics mean there 
is always a risk that normal trade will be put at risk. With this in 
mind, what must it actually be like for North Koreans and foreigners 
trying to conduct legitimate business on the ground in North Korea? 

Having lived and worked in North Korea for seven years as a foreign 
businessman, Felix Abt’s experiences showed him first hand how 
sanctions make it difficult, if not impossible, to conduct legitimate 
business in areas that would otherwise be regarded as sacrosanct in 
other countries.  

 

Abt: Given the country’s troubled history and estranged political position, it would 
be fair to look at the isolationism and socialist red tape from the view of North 
Koreans. Few other countries have had to deal with the massive quarantines that 
Western and Asian powers have enclosed around the North Korean 
economy. Unfortunately, these often-unjust penalties were upsetting for doing 
business and only worsened the prospects for North Korean development. 



Any capital in the world, regardless of its political system, should have a sewage 
system that protects its residents from water-borne diseases like cholera, a scourge of 
the developing world. But when Pyongyang’s Russian-built water supply and 
drainage system needed to be overhauled due to leakage and water losses reported as 
high as 50 percent, the state made an international tender call for a project that would 
turn out ill-fated due to US sanctions on North Korea. 

The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, a financing body for 
development projects run by the Kuwaiti government, offered US$20 million to fund 
the undertaking.  My then employer, ABB, was familiar with the Australian 
consulting firm that managed the project on behalf of the Kuwaiti fund and had good 
connections with the Pyongyang People’s Committee. In an attempt to get that 
contract, my Korean staff tapped into their contacts that would lead us to the 
government decision makers. We fed the People’s Committee with technical 
information on the project’s center piece, our SCADA control system for the water 
purification system, which I was hoping they would agree to use. My staff and I were 
sure that we would win this tender. 

But once again, trade embargoes got in the way. The SCADA system runs on PCs 
with Microsoft software, causing our company’s head of this division (who was an 
Indian man living in the US), to get nervous about participating in the tender 
competition. The consequences, he said, could be disastrous for his portfolio in the 
US if the US government chose to enforce sanctions. 

I argued that the American software constituted only a minuscule portion of the whole 
scope of supply, and that they should ask for a formal permit to get US approval. This 
move would have likely been no problem, as Microsoft software didn’t constitute 
technology that could be used for military purposes. They replied that it would take a 
long time for the request to move through the cumbersome bureaucracy in 
Washington. It was a loss for us and for North Korea, and one that made my staff 
furious after all their long hours that went into marketing our idea. 

On another occasion, in 2008, I had to fear for the survival of my pharmaceutical 
factory, PyongSu, a company into which I had put my heart and soul. I was its 
managing director around the same time the United Nations slapped even more 
sanctions on North Korea in the mid-2000s to protest its nuclear test. In a very poorly 
timed move by international groups, I was no longer allowed to import certain 
chemicals for laboratory tests even though they were designed to bring better health-
care to the countryside. We were left without the chemicals we needed to analyze our 
product samples and ingredients to ensure they were free of contamination. 

Later the Chinese authorities confiscated a parcel of reagents at the Air Koryo storage 
room in Beijing that we had ordered before the sanctions. I called the Chinese 
embassy in Pyongyang to protest. They said that they, or government contractors 
acting on their behalf, would inspect the use of imported chemicals at our 
factory.  The proposal was embarrassing to the Chinese, who didn’t want to get 
involved in any brewing disputes with Western countries. But they equally didn’t 
want to be accused of taking a lax stance on North Korea. Luckily, we found suppliers 
within North Korea, so we could avoid the headache and legal risks of importing the 
supposedly “illegal” products ourselves. 



These are just two examples of how sanctions, applied in a short-sighted way, can 
hurt regular people who need health-care instead of the government they’re targeting.  

  

 

 

 

In October 2012 Waves For Water went to North Korea. We arrived in Pyongyang 
with duffel bags of water filters and made our way for distribution to two cooperative 
farms in Chonsam and Dongbong, respectively. 

Waves 4 Water was founded in 2009 by pro surfer Jon Rose. His first mission was to 
deliver ten water filters to Bali. His experience with a natural disaster there led him to 
found Waves 4 Water, a non-profit organization dedicated to bringing clean water to 
impoverished people around the world. 

Waves 4 Water teamed up with Hurley International to develop a program called 
Clean Water Couriers. The concept is both simple and innovative: Surfers, in search 
of waves in third-world countries carry filters with them in their luggage and either 
connect with local nonprofits in the area or travel to villages to personally set them up. 
There are two types of filtration systems -- a US$50 community filter which will filter 
up to 200 gallons of water a day, enough for an entire village, and a US$25 family-use 
filter system that filters 14 gallons per day. The materials are simply a plastic bucket 
(which may be found locally), a ceramic filter, a spigot and a knife to cut a hole in the 
bucket.  The ceramic filter will remove a variety of contaminants, including bacteria, 
viruses, cysts and microorganisms, that cause waterborne illnesses. 

Anyone can get involved, either by making a direct donation through the Waves 4 
Water website, or by  buying water filters and traveling with them through the Clean 
Water Couriers program. Though the program was conceived in the surfing 
community, the opportunity to get involved, by donating or by traveling, is open to all. 

  

Inter-Korean
 

 

``Most ROK Firms Interested in Inter-Korean Economic Ties"  



South Korea's Yonhap News Agency reported that a majority of South Korean 
companies are interested in inter-Korean economic cooperation, as the new 
government is expected to improve strained relations with North Korea, a poll showed.  
 
According to the survey of 500 South Korean companies by the Korean Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, 73 percent of the respondents said that they have or will 
have an interest in economic cooperation with North Korea 

  

  

Inter-Korean Trade Hits Record High in 2012  
  

Yonhap reported that trade between South and North Korea reached a record high last 
year, citing government data. 
  

The volume of trade between the two Koreas reached US$1.97 billion-worth in 2012, 
inching up from the previous record of US$1.91 billion-worth in 2010, according to 
the (South) Korea Customs Service. 
 
South Korean products worth US$896.26 million were shipped to North Korea, up 
13.4 percent from the previous year. 
 
The value of products imported by the South from the North jumped 19.3 percent 
year-on-year to US$1.07 billion, according to the data. 
 
A total of 99 percent of the volume was shipped through a land route linked to the 
inter-Korean industrial complex in the North's border town of Kaesong. 
 
The complex, a key outcome of the inter-Korean summit in 2000, marries South 
Korean capital and technology with inexpensive labor from the North. 
 
   

  
 



 

 

 
  

 

  

Domestic 
 
Internet Access for Visitors 
[The following is an edited version of an NK News report.] 

 
North Korea will soon allow foreign visitors access to the Internet via the nation’s 
Koryolink 3G service, according to reports from the Associated Press Pyongyang 
bureau. The Egyptian firm that built North Korea’s cell tower infrastructure, Orascom 
Telecom, reportedly told foreign residents in Pyongyang that Internet service would 
be launched no later than March 1. 

 

The news comes just weeks after NK NEWS  exclusively revealed that the KoryoLink 
network had passed new measures that would allow foreigners to use their cellphones 
for the first time during visits to North Korea.  The move is a logical next step for 
KoryoLink, a joint-venture company that has been developing its 3G Internet-
compatible cell infrastructure in North Korea for over four years now. 

 

Despite the immediate lack of access for local people, NK NEWS Director Tad Farrell 
explained that the development could nevertheless have broader reaching effects in 
the long run: ``Everything has to start somewhere, so this move should be welcomed. 
The more Internet-capable phones there are in North Korea, the faster news and 
information to and from the outside world can travel. Initially it may only be a 
handful of long-term residents and voyeuristic tourists that have access, but who 
knows, this development could pave the way for full North Korean Internet access in 
the long term.” 



 

With Koryolink’s 3G network coverage reported to include 13.8% of North Korean 
territory and 92.9% of populated areas, it seems that visitors should soon be able to 
enjoy Internet access throughout most of the commonly visited parts of the nation. 

 

From AP’s initial report it was not yet clear if there would be any restrictions in use, 
especially regarding visits to websites hosted in South Korea. Prices for the new 
Internet service have not been published yet, though AP reported that users will be 
required to purchase an additional mobile data plan to take advantage of the new 
service. 

 

Currently foreigners wishing to use the local mobile service are required to purchase a 
3G simcard for 50 Euros upon arrival in North Korea and calls cost between 0.38 and 
1.43 Euros per minute.  Visitors must fill out a form like the one pictured below when 
arriving in North Korea. 

 

Photo: Young Pioneer Tours 

Until just a few weeks ago, foreigners could not take cell phones into North Korea 
and could only access foreign news and information through a handful of foreign TV 
news networks available in hotels in the capital city. 

Meanwhile, the first Instagram pictures of Pyongyang to be taken with a mobile 
device have been published by Associated Press reporter Jean H. Lee, who is 
currently in the DPRK and can readily tweet and post Instagram photos via 
Koryolink’s service. Lee is not the first Associated Press reporter to publish photos of 
life in North Korea however; David Guttenfelder has already imported his Pyongyang 
photo project to Instagram, although most of his photos were captured with a full-
sized camera, not a mobile device.  

 



 

Pyongyang street scene taken by Jean H. Lee via Instagram [Credit: Digital Trends]. The sign 

congratulates the scientists who made the recent nuclear test possible. 

  

Pyongyang Stores Selling More NK-made Goods 

[The following is an edited version of an article published by the Institute for Far 
Eastern Studies.] 
The number of North Korean-made products is increasingly on the rise at DPRK 
department stores. Reportedly, 70 percent of the merchandise on the shelves in North 

Korea’s largest department store, Pyongyang Department Store No. 1, is North 

Korean-made. 

The Japan-based pro-North Korean newspaper Choson Sinbo reported on February 13 
that the best-selling item is apple juice made by the Taedong River Combined Fruit 
Farm, sold from a kiosk located on the first floor of Pyongyang Department Store No. 
1. Sonhung Food Factory products, especially bread and confectionaries, are also said 
to be very popular. 

The newspaper commented that the regularly held product exhibition shows at the 
department store have created a competitive environment for local factories and 
companies, and contributed to the production of high-quality products.  

It added, “The product exhibition invites participation from light-industry factories 
and enterprises and their affiliated units in central and regional areas as well as 

department stores in Pyongyang and general stores that sell industrial products.”  



The first exhibition was held in December 2010, and the second and third exhibitions 
were held in July 2011 and January 2012, respectively. Taedong River Combined 
Fruit Farm products first appeared at the third exhibition. 

Kim Mi Young, commerce director of Pyongyang Department Store No. 1, told the 

Choson Sinbo:“Employees of the department stores and our patrons never imagined 
a day like this would come when our department store shelves were filled with North 
Korea-made products, especially when we are going through difficult economic 

times.” 

 

Pyongyang Gets Solar Street Lamps 

[The following is an edited version of a report which appeared in NK Tech Watch.]  

New solar-powered street lamps were featured on the main 8pm evening news on 
North Korean state TV in early February. 

The solar panel and battery combo that powers the lamps was developed by Kim 
Chaek University of Technology, and was introduced by an associate professor at the 
university named Choi Hyon Ho. 

From the images it is possible to see a plate explaining that the solar cell is based on a 
Cadmium Telluride (CdTe) compound.  

The technology behind the development isn’t particularly advanced, especially 

compared to the solar panels being produced in Japan and China, but the frequent 
power failures in North Korea could make this an important domestic technology. 

 

 



 

 

Associate Professor Choi Hyon Ho, head of the laboratory   

 

  

 

NK’’’’s Intranet Increases Cyber Courses 

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies reported that since Kim Jong Un took over as its 
leader a year or so ago, North Korea has become more keen to boost its information 
and technology (IT) sector, and recently expanded the number of cyber lectures 
through the domestic computer network (Intranet). 

Korea Central News Agency (KCNA) reported in an article titled, “Expanding 
Distance Learning” (February 6) that “the Distance Education College of Kim Chaek 
University of Technology (Cyber University) is making great progress by adding five 
departments and running more than 20 cyber courses from this year.” 

North Korea’s concept of distance learning is defined as a form of education that 
allows students that live far away from colleges to attend lectures through the 
information network system. 



The Distance Education College is affiliated with the Kim Chaek University of 
Technology, and was established in January 2006, when Kim Jong Il inspected the 
newly constructed electronic library of the university. His instructions were “to 
provide distance education for students in the distant provinces interested in 
information and communication to obtain education without coming to a university.” 

KCNA reported that what began as the Distance Learning Center was reorganized 
into the Distance Learning College from March 2010. It also said that “Distance 
Learning College students are attending classes at Chollima Steel Complex, 
Hukryong Coal Mine and other units of production nationwide.” 

Other North Korean media reported that “Distance-learning lectures will contribute to 
production growth,” and spoke of cyber lectures held at Pyongyang Textile Factory 
and students learning via computers. 

An education system has been established for field workers at communication, factory, 
and television colleges, as well as night colleges. As North Korea is establishing IT-
related infrastructure and developing the software industry, the cyber lecture system is 
continuing to expand. 

Besides Kim Chaek University of Technology, other major universities as well as the 
Grand People’s Study House and the National Library are providing cyber lectures for 
workers. 

 

JV Pharmacy Open 24 Hours in Pyongyang  

A joint venture between North Korea and Switzerland has been operating the North's 
first 24-hour pharmacy, known as the Taedongmun Pharmacy, in the capital city of 
Pyongyang since last year, according to the company's Web site.  
 
PyongSu Pharmaceutical Factory first launched its business in 2004 in partnership 
with the North's health ministry, and has since opened nine drug stores in the capital 
to provide local people with essential medicines such as aspirins and digestive aids. 

Meanwhile, Kang'an Pharmacy, which claims that all the pharmacists working there 
are graduates of Kim Il Sung University, is the first pharmacy in the DPRK to have 
blood-testing equipment. 

 

 

DPRK Eyes ``World-class Tourism Resorts" 
   

The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the ruling Workers’ Party of 

North Korea (the country's highest decision-making body) has announced that it will 
``focus the national capability” on developing world class resorts. 
 

The official Korean Central News Agency also reported that “foreigners from over 



50 nations visited North Korea last year,” and said that the figure keeps on rising. 

 
Commentators say that by attracting foreign tourists North Korea aims to earn foreign 
currency and at the same time give tourists the impression that the DPRK is an open 
society like any other nation, which will hopefully lead to a curbing of foreign 
sanctions. 

 

  

Economic Zones 

China to Start Electricity Supply to Rason 

China is expected to start supplying electricity to North Korea's Rason Special 
Economic Zone in June as part of their joint development efforts there, according to 
China-based Yanbian Internet Radio. The radio station said that the Chinese city of 
Hunchun, which is close to the border with the DPRK, will be the conduit for the new 

electricity supply. 

The news outlet said preparations for the plan to supply electricity to the Rason 
Special Economic Zone, located on the northeastern tip of North Korea, will be 
completed in June this year. The Chinese city also plans to build a bridge and road to 
facilitate access to the zone. 

Chinese media outlets say that the supply plan marks the first case of China’s state-
run electricity agency providing electricity to a foreign nation, and is aimed at helping 
build up infrastructure in the North Korean special zone. 

China is expected to continue its economic cooperation projects in the North’s east 

coast region as they are part of the former’s efforts to secure a commercial outlet to 
the East Sea. 

 

Comment  
The DPRK is attempting to open up to outside sources of information and investment 
as rapidly as its limited financial and technical sources allow, witness the latest 
developments in mobile and Internet access for foreign visitors, including business 
people. Sadly, however, it seems that there are people who are determined to make 
their paranoid vision of an ``isolated,” ``secretive” ``hermit” state a self-fulfilling 
prophecy by sabotaging these efforts. Businessman Felix Abt comments that 
``Western and some East Asian states and private activists (some most likely 
sponsored by states) do their best to `punish’ North Korea for developing its nuclear 
weapons programs. They are also hacking websites of legitimate businesses such as 
Nosotek's. Also, my website Pyongyang Painters has been hacked repeatedly. I have 



not uploaded it again as I can't compete with hackers that may have deep pockets as 
they are possibly sponsored by states. It wouldn't be surprising if within the ongoing 
psychological warfare foreign businesses are now becoming targets to dissuade them 
and others from dealing with North Koreans.” 

  

Touring North Korea 

   

 
 

 

  | The very first charity Fun Run to be held in DPRK (North Korea) |  

  

Koryo Tours are proud to announce the very first charity Fun Run to be held in DPRK (North Korea) on May 1st 

2013. 

  

The Fun Run is open to any tourists in Pyongyang at the time so if you're on the May Day Long Tour or the May 

Day Short Tour then you can join in! There will be a 5km route as well as a 10km one for those who are up for 

more of a challenge - we will be running (or jogging/ walking/ limping - delete as applicable) in the Manyongdae 

District in Sports Street. Tourists taking part in the fun run won't miss out on any of the other activities - after the 

run we'll return to the hotel to freshen up before starting the day's sightseeing itinerary kicking things off with a visit 

to the Mansundae Grand Monument before heading to Taesongsan Park where the locals hold May Day celebrations. 

  

The aim of the run is to raise money to buy milk powder for the children in the Nampo Orphanage on the west coast, 

a place we've worked with regularly. There will be a minimum donation of EUR 20 per runner but if you'd like to try 



and raise more we of course encourage you to do so - and please note that donations from non-participating tourists 

are also greatly received by us and the children! 

  

The weather on the morning of May 1st should be pleasantly cool, we'll provide water and a FUN RUN T-shirt so all 

you need is some suitable footwear/ clothing. 

  

If you'd like to be part of the first ever Fun Run in North Korea or need any more information about our May Day 

Tours then please send an email to info@koryogroup.com  

  

   

  | Comrade Kim goes Flying in MIAMI and SAN FRANCISCO|  

  

Miami International Film Festival (screening dates: 8th and 9th March 2013)  

San Francisco CAAM Festival (screening dates: 16th, 23rd and 24th March 2013) 

  
Nicholas Bonner (co-director/co-producer of the film) will be at the Miami screenings and the San 

Francisco screening on 16th March - and would love to see you there. 
  

The film will also be shown at various other festivals throughout the US later in the year - we will 
add the screenings to our website:  www.comradekimgoesflying.com  

  

For press please contact the film's publicist:   
David Magdael   

dmagdael@tcdm-associates.com   
Phone (+1) 213 624 7827 

  

SYNOPSIS 
Comrade Kim Yong Mi is a North Korean coalminer. Her dream of becoming a trapeze artist is 

crushed by the arrogant trapeze star Pak Jang Phil who believes miners belong underground and 
not in the air. 

Comrade Kim goes Flying is a heartwarming story of trying to make the impossible possible. This is 

the first co-production of a feature film between the DPRK and the west. 
  

A Belgium, UK, North Korea Co-production   

  

  

You can also find more information on the Comrade Kim Goes Flying website  

  
  



 

 
 

Young Pioneer Tours 

Young Pioneer Tours, a Beijing-based North Korean travel company, has announced 
that it will offer a new tour program from this May that includes fishing in Pyongyang. 
 
The company said the week-long program also offers a visit to the Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ) and the re-opened 
Kumsusan Memorial Palace, where the bodies of the late leaders Kim Il Sung and 
Kim Jong Il are kept lying in state. 

  
Send an email to tours@youngpioneertours.com for further enquiries or ask us to give 
you a call.  
Let us take you on the adventure of your lifetime!  

  
Can't see a tour that suits your dates? Ask us about our independent tour options and 
build your own itinerary! 

  

 

Korea Compass  

[The purpose of this section is to provide some background knowledge, especially for people 

making their first trip to the DPRK. If you know something about what you are going to see 

beforehand you will greatly impress your hosts, not to mention other foreign visitors, and save 

yourself having to listen to long-winded explanations when you really want to get down to 
business. Proverbs have the handy function of offering a quick insight into the thinking and 
attitudes inherent in a different culture.] 

Sinji, History and Communication 

History is very important to all nations, especially those, like Korea and Ireland, with 
tragic pasts and suffering from division today. They have long memories. Phoenix 
Commercial Ventures made a wise decision when it stuck to the Sinji brand name. 
Phoenix's press release notes that all Koreans will recognize the name of one of the 
ministers of the traditional founder of the Korean nation Tan'gun, even though most 
foreigners will not. Korea is supposed to have been founded 5,000 years ago, and 
Sinji's mission was to relay communications between the king and his people. In the 
absence of a written script, he invented one, said to have been patterned after a deer's 



footprints. Only 16 of these letters survive, in an ancient book, and four others have 
been identified on prehistoric pottery. Phoenix indicates that Sinji encapsulates its 
corporate philosophy, as he ``symbolizes the human intellectual, and he can be 
considered the original Korean IT developer." 

 

The tomb of Tan’gun, near Pyongyang [Photo: KTG] 

 
 
Korean Proverb 
 
Gosaeng ggute nagi onda 

  
(``Blessings come only after suffering.") 
  
It is only hard work that pays off. 
  


