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As a rich man is likely to be a better customer to the industrious people in his neighbourhood than a poor, so is 
likewise a rich nation. [Trade embargoes] by aiming at the impoverishment of our neighbours, tend to render that 
very commerce insignificant and contemptible. 

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations  

  

 
``We Just Don’t Have Practical Experience” 

-- The Travails of a Beer JV  

[The following is an edited version of a Reuter’s story.] 

Setting up a brewery in North Korea seemed like a good idea to Harry Kim and his Chinese friends two years ago. 
Everyone likes beer, even in one of the world's most closed and least understood countries, they reckoned. 

Kim and his partners even got the beer flowing after workers strapped equipment onto a truck in the Chinese border town 
of Tumen and drove it to the North Korean coastal city of Chongjin. Chinese engineers taught the locals how to brew. 
City officials loved the taste, he said. 

But the small Chinese-North Korean venture ran aground within months, after failing to get final approval from authorities 
in Pyongyang. 

Kim's experience is an illustration of both the challenge and the potential of doing business in North Korea 

"It wasn't rejected. We just waited. The central government didn't come and say 'no', but the documents were just never 
issued, and so we eventually gave up," said Kim, a Chinese national of Korean descent living in Tumen in Northeast 
China’s  Jilin Province. 

AT EDGE OF GLOBAL INVESTMENT FRONTIERAT EDGE OF GLOBAL INVESTMENT FRONTIERAT EDGE OF GLOBAL INVESTMENT FRONTIERAT EDGE OF GLOBAL INVESTMENT FRONTIER 

Building a brewery in Chongjin, North Korea's third-biggest city, made good business sense. 

Domestic beer has to be trucked up from Pyongyang, 460 km (285 miles) to the southwest. Terrible mountain roads take 
their toll on the cargo, said Kim, speaking at a restaurant he owns, a few blocks from the icy Tumen River which divides 
the two nations. One tour operator said North Korean beer in Chongjin was twice as expensive as in Pyongyang. 

Chongjin and provincial officials supported the project. Factory space was available in the city, 130 km (80 miles) to the 
south of Tumen. The local water was crystal-clear, too, promising a clean and tasty product. 

And to hedge the obvious risks, the local business partner arranged for the Chinese to buy North Korean seafood to sell in 
China at each stage they invested in the beer venture. 

DPRK Business Monthly

International

第 1 页



DPRK Business Monthly

"The problem isn't that the people are hard to deal with," said Kim. "These are all firsts. It's not that the nation does not 
want to do it, but rather that it's the first time." 

Indeed, North Korea lies at the very edge of the global investment frontier. Subject to years of US and UN sanctions, few 
have tried to make money in the country apart from Chinese companies as well as South Korean firms in an industrial 
park near the North-South border. Pyongyang has effectively closed that factory zone amid threats of war. 

HEINEKEN AND HEINEKEN AND HEINEKEN AND HEINEKEN AND CORONACORONACORONACORONA    ON ON ON ON SALESALESALESALE     

There is little public information on North Korea's beer market, but one thing seems clear -- demand outstrips supply. 

Troy Collings, a director at Young Pioneer Tours, a travel operator based in China which takes groups into North Korea 
and has organized brewery visits, said there were probably fewer than a dozen locally made beers available in the country. 

In Pyongyang two hotels concoct their own microbrews. The Rakwon department store creates its own eponymous beer, 
too, he said. 

"They can't produce enough for the domestic market," said Collings. 

The opportunity was clear -- and reinforced for Kim when he saw people in Chongjin drinking a lot of Heineken and 
Corona. 

So, in mid-2011 Kim and two friends joined up with a North Korean businessman to put the brewery plan in motion. 

Approval from Chongjin city came easily, he said. The province, North Hamgyong, gave the green light too. And the first 
of three investments in equipment and supplies - the initial one worth about US$32,200 -- was made. 

Since North Korea has no system of credit and the risks of investing were high, Kim and his partners tied the beer project 
to seafood exports. 

Before each investment was made, they were allowed to buy a cargo of North Korean seafood to sell in China. The first 
was about 50 tons of squid, he said. 

North Korean seafood, hauled from the frigid, pollution-free waters off the East Sea coast, is a delicacy in China. In 
Hunchun, a Chinese city near the northeastern tip of North Korea, wholesalers of North Korean crabs line one street. 

It took about nine hours to drive from Tumen to Chongjin with the brewery equipment, including stops at customs.  

The equipment was installed quickly and Chinese engineers showed the North Koreans how to brew. Soon, suds were 
flowing. The product was dubbed Wongang, or 'river source,' beer.  

On the first day of business the investors invited senior city and provincial leaders to the brewery for a sample. All 
approved, Kim said.  

But the new brewery could not ramp up production without authorization from Pyongyang, which never came despite 
months of waiting. There was never a response, and the investors never got an explanation.  

"If you push too hard it could raise suspicions," Kim said.  

It was a pity, because the North Koreans were good workers, he said, citing how the investors overcame the frequent 
power cuts which made it hard to use a computer to monitor the brewing process. Instead, the investors stationed North 
Korean workers at each of the pressure gauges on the brewing equipment in 12-hour shifts. The workers were told if the 
dial reached a certain level they should turn a knob to let off pressure.  

"They got chairs and sat there looking at the gauges, not sleeping all night, one person at each position," said Kim.  

Thanks to the squid hedge, the Chinese investors basically broke even. Kim now runs his restaurant in the space where 
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the brewing equipment was stored before it was hauled to Chongjin.  

Some day Pyongyang may give the green light, Kim says,  "As I was leaving they said 'It's not that we don't want to do it, 
and it's not that our senior leaders or the central government don't want to do it, but we just don't have practical experience 
with this kind of thing'."  

For another take on the DPRK's brewing industry, Wired.co.uk carried the following (edited): 

North Korea's Surprising Microbrewery Culture Explored 

 

  

For a country that commonly experiences famines, North Korea has a surprisingly large range of beers. And if you're a 
microbrewing enthusiast, it might be the last country you'd think of visiting on a tasting tour. That's exactly what Josh 
Thomas did, though, from 30 March to 6 April this year. 

 

Josh Thomas and Ms Yu, one of the North Korean guides, enjoy draft beers at the bar of the Yanggakdo Hotel Microbrewery. [Photo: 
Joseph A Ferris III] 

Thomas, who lives in Hong Kong and works in advertising as a creative technologist, is a self-confessed lover of all 
things beer. Though an amateur microbrewer himself, he "might be moving over into the professional realm soon with 
some mates", he told Wired.co.uk. "I've been brewing beer for a number of years, and love to travel the globe trying beers 
from different cultures." 

North Korea has a robust domestic beer brewing culture, despite its isolation from the outside world. Famously, it bought 
a British brewery in 2000 and had the whole thing shipped and rebuilt on the edge of the capital, Pyongyang. That 
formerly German-owned Ushers equipment now produces Taedonggang beer, one of the most popular domestic brands 
(and, like every other enterprise in North Korea, it's state-owned). 

The people of North Korea love a beer as much as Europeans or North Americans, but the culture around brewing is 
obviously different in some unique ways. Thomas' itinerary in his trip took him to many of the same museums, parks and 
national monuments that every tourist to North Korea sees, but it also featured special stops at some North Korean 
breweries where he could share knowledge with locals and sample the local suds. 
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Wired.co.uk spoke to Thomas to get a feel for this less-reported part of North Korean culture: 

Wired.co.uk: Why did you want to go?
Thomas: I've always had an interest in traveling to out-of-the-way places that are hard to visit, and between my interest in 
Cold War history, my proximity to the country living in Hong Kong, and a personal interest in Korean culture and history, 
it seemed like the time to go. While travel to the DPRK seems extremely exotic to people in the West, it's actually quite 
common for Hong Kong residents. Two of my close work friends traveled to the DPRK months earlier than I did. 

``Their beer is very similar to the American beer brand Anchor Steam -- darker, fuller-bodied, hoppier and delicious. And 
much better than South Korean beer. 

``Finally, and most importantly, the blog American in North Korea was my final inspiration to go. Joseph Ferris's 
adventures in the country and his mind-bogglingly beautiful photos showed me a side of the country that I had never read 
about or seen before, and I organized the trip through Young Pioneer Tours   based in Beijing with Joe as our guide. 

 

 

The itinerary for your trip was designed around your passion for beer -- what did it include?
All itineraries in the DPRK have to be approved by the government so the best you, as a tourist, can do is propose a 
schedule. It's up to them to approve it. Basically I spent eight months reading every piece of literature ever written about 
North Korea. I worked with Joe to visit all three major breweries in the country: The Paradise Microbrewery, the 
Yanggakdo Hotel Microbrewery and the Taedonggang National Brewery. Obviously, this wasn't a full trip's worth of 
sites, so we filled the gaps with many "normal" tourist attractions like museums and national monuments, and even other 
"off the beaten path" attractions like the "Concrete Wall Observation Post", where you look into South Korea through 
binoculars. 

"The best beer was by far was a wheat beer we tried at the Paradise Microbrewery. They had brewing 
equipment that would rival any US microbrewery." 

Josh Thomas  

What were the immediate characteristics of North Korean beer that you noticed?
It certainly isn't a light lager like the OB or Hite beer popular in South Korea! Light lagers, like OB, Hite, Budweiser, 
Coors or Miller are popular in many countries around the world, but certainly barely count as beer in my opinion. Great 
on a hot day when you need something light to drink, but not big on taste. Because electricity is in short supply in North 
Korea, the refrigeration required for lagers is simply impossible, so the majority of beers we drank were either ales or 
``steam beer." 

Steam beer?
Steam beer is a style invented (ironically) in the United States -- the only beer style to originate from the US -- during the 
California Gold Rush. Based on German-style lagers, but fermented at ale temperatures, it was a popular drink created out 
of necessity in locations where refrigeration is impossible. It seems the North Koreans discovered this style by accident. 
Obviously we tried many different beers in the country, ranging from steam beers, to oatmeal stouts, to chocolate porters 
and pale ales, so its hard to generalize, but I'd have to say the average beer is a steam beer. The only real difference 
between the steam beers I had in the DPRK and the steam beers in the US was that they seem to have a hard time 
cleaning their tanks, I assume because of the difficulty of getting certain chemicals into the country because of the trade 
embargo. Certain steam beers tasted a bit of tanks that needed to be cleaned, and imparted a bit more metallic taste as a 
consequence. However, all in all, they were delicious beers. 

What kinds of ingredients are they restricted to?
Beer is one of the simplest things to make in the entire world. If you can make porridge, you can make beer.  If you can 
make bread, you can make beer. The North Koreans are incredibly clever at making do with very little, and they honestly 
were able to make more interesting beers than most other countries of the world. Their beers were a little short on hops, 
and I could explain that as they perhaps are having a hard time importing or growing them. However, I find it much more 
likely that, in a climate that naturally grows the hop plant, the lack of hops is more easily explained by palate of Koreans. 
They simply don't like beers as hoppy as the craft beers I brew and drink. 

What kind of experimentation do North Korean breweries resort to when there are ingredient shortages? Or 
electricity shortages?
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None of the ingredients required for beer seemed to be in short supply. Famine aside, beer seemed to be quite readily 
available. Even when driving around the street you would notice people drinking local beer, indicating that the food 
shortages don't seem to limit the beer production much in the country. 

 

Taedonggang Craft Brewery bar, Pyongyang [Photo:Joseph A Ferris III]  

However, because of the electricity cuts, they seem to stick with steam beers and ales, as they do not require refrigeration. 
Because of the embargo, asphalt and petrol seem to be hard to come by, leading to it being very hard (if not impossible) 
for beer to be shipped around the country. As a result, it is a country of microbreweries. The hotel makes its own beer. 
The bowling alley makes its own beer. The restaurants make their own beer. The national Taedonggang beer was 
certainly available throughout the entire country, but in any location with sufficient space for a microbrewery, they 
seemed to build one in order to offset any supply chain inefficencies. 

What was the best beer you tasted? 
The best beer was by far was a wheat beer we tried at the Paradise Microbrewery. It was quite apparent that the head 
brewmaster of Paradise knew what she was doing. While I was not allowed to go into the back where they make the beer, 
I was allowed to look into the room through a window. They had brewing equipment that would rival any US 
microbrewery. 

And the worst?
The worst beer was a microbrew from the Pyongyang bowling alley. They had a small 113-litre fermenter that, according 
to the plaque on it, was donated by China. The beer was another steam beer, but it seemed like they would brew the beer 
and let it sit in its yeast for months before serving. I believe whoever was brewing it simply didn't know or care much 
about beer. They were too focused on bowling! 

Did you have time to talk to different brewmasters about brewing tips and tricks? How receptive were they to 
sharing ideas?
I was only allowed to speak with one brewer, the young woman who runs the brewing operation at the Yanggakdo 
International Hotel. Their hotel bar has amazing steam beer on draft, fed by eight 113-litre fermenters in the back. I was 
invited to speak with her through a translator. One element pervasive in North Korean society is a willingness to ask for a 
critique of one's work. I believe this to be an element of their socialist upbringing where they were constantly critiquing 
and judging their own and other's work. She was extremely receptive, probably more than most brewers, to learn from my 
opinions. 
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Did you talk to any North Koreans about your work in advertising? How was their grasp of what it was you did?
I'm a creative technologist for Ogilvy & Mather Hong Kong, and it's my job to identify fun tech like leap-motion cameras 
and holographic foils to create prototypes of what advertising will be like in the future. One of our guides was fascinated 
with technology and loved learning about my job. He had not heard about Bluetooth yet, and was fascinated learning 
what it was and what it was used for. While he did have huge gaps in his technical knowledge, he was extremely 
knowledgeable about modern technology and was fascinated by the type of work I do. The idea of creating motion-
activated, holographic, smart ads like they have in Minority Report or Avatar didn't seem as far fetched to a North Korean 
as it does to many Americans! Even concepts like modern responsive web design seemed to be quite straightforward to 
our guides. 

 

NK Ups Chinese Fertilizer Imports 

Yonhap reported that North Korea's imports of Chinese fertilizers surged in the first quarter of this year,an indication that 
the country may be focused on improving agricultural output.

According to a report by the Korea Rural Economic Institute (KREI), Pyongyang bought 29,791 tons of chemical 
fertilizers from its neighbor, up 3.6-fold from the 6,530 tons it imported in the same three-month period in 2012.

It said in March alone the country imported 28,725 tons of fertilizers.

"Normally the North imports fertilizers in April," said Kwon Tae-jin, a research fellow at KREI. He said the fact that it 
bought so much ahead of when it usually imports the product means Pyongyang may be interested in improving farm 
output.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un had said earlier in the year that the North needs to concentrate on farming and light 
industries in 2013 because they directly impact the everyday lives of people.

The latest findings, based on data provided by the Korea International Trade Association, meanwhile, showed the North 
importing 54,178 tons of grain from China in the first quarter, an increase of 31.6 percent from the year before.

Total imports as measured in dollars also jumped 39.2 percent on-year to US$24.71 million from $17.75 million in the 
first three months of last year.

  

 

 

North Korea Accepts ShelterBox Disaster Relief Equipment 
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Vital disaster relief equipment has been distributed to people in North Korea by the Cornwall-based charity ShelterBox. 

A typhoon and flooding last summer is thought to have killed about 100 people and left more than 20,000 homeless. 

North Korea's government, which had rebuffed many offers of international help, permitted access to Shelterbox through 
the Foreign Trade Ministry. 

Two hundred boxes have been distributed and a further 1,000 are being prepared. 

The charity said additional boxes, which include a 10-person tent, sleeping bags and cooking equipment, should be sent to 
the country within the next few days. 

The charity hopes to send response workers to the country early next month.  

Alf Evans, the charity's operations director, said to ensure the additional equipment is distributed it has to "tread carefully" 
with state officials. "Things you think are normal are not normal and things they think are normal to you are very 
unnatural," he told BBC News. "You have to make sure your actions don't jeopardize the fact that we want to get the aid 
to the people. Anything else you have to do - as long as it doesn't compromise ethics - is what you have to do. Bowing, 
biding your time and being polite when you should be out with the aid is what you have to do because if you don't it will 
cause offence, and it won't happen." 

  

 

Medical Aid from ROK Enters North 

A South Korean charity has sent a considerable amount of medicine to North Korea, the Choson Ilbo reported.

An official at South Korea's Unification Ministry said North Korea received medical aid worth some US$600,000 in late 
April from the Eugene Bell Foundation. Most of the shipment approved by the ministry last month included medicine for 
tuberculosis treatment [New strains of multidrug-resistant TB have emerged in the DPRK -- see this issue].

Several staff members of the foundation plan to visit North Korea to see if the aid was distributed appropriately. 

  
  

Domestic 
  

Inter-Korean
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Pyongyang Gets First Artisan Coffee Shop  

Choson Exchange reported that North Korea's first artisan coffee shop has opened in the capital city of Pyongyang.

 

The Singapore-based non-profit organization working with North Korean students said that the Observatory Cafe is the 

first to have single-origin beans, drip coffee and a small roasting machine.

While espresso is available in other restaurants, this is the first known shop to carry "third-wave coffee," the organization 

said, referring to high-quality beans or the movement to promote coffee as an artisanal good, like wine.

The menu posted on the Choson Exchange website features a wide range of coffee beverages, from hand-drip, espressos 

and Americanos to mocha lattes and even caramel macchiatos.

Choson Exchange said the espresso and cappuccino taste "excellent" or "good," but admitted that the pour-over coffee is 

"a bit off," with the grind too coarse and the beans too old.

Though only three months old, the shop is "likely to become the next hotspot for tourists and expats," it said, adding that 

the chances of its survival "are quite high" as more Pyongyang citizens have enough money to spend on coffee. 

  
 

3G Now Covers Two Million in NK 
 
Almost two million North Koreans now use the country's only 3G network, according to provider Koryolink, a 
partnership between the Egyptian telecom firm Orascom and the North Korean government. This figure is double that at 
the start of 2012. 
 
The service can only be used to make voice calls. International calls are unavailable as yet. 
 
In January 2013 the DPRK government began allowing visitors to the country to bring in their mobile phones, which 
could be used for mobile internet access as well, by purchasing local SIM cards. 
 
North Korean citizens only have access to a very limited set of Internet pages. 

  

 

Science Reporter Probes NK Fight against Multidrug-resistant TB 

[The following is an edited article from EurekAlert.] 

Richard Stone, international news editor for the journal Science, in March traveled to Pyongyang, capital of the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), to check on the country's only laboratory capable of detecting strains of 
drug-resistant tuberculosis. 

While the overall incidence of tuberculosis (TB) worldwide has gone down in recent decades, the bacteria that cause TB 
are steadily developing resistance to treatments. North Korea is a newly recognized hot spot for multidrug resistant 
(MDR) TB strains. Science is published by the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 
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A patient in the tuberculosis pediatric ward in Pyongyang [Photo: EurekAlert] 

The rise of TB in North Korea has been swift. According to a 2012 report by the World Health Organization, between 
1994 and 2011, reported cases went from fewer than 50 per 100,000 people to 380 cases per the same. Today, the 
incidence of TB in North Korea is second only to that in sub-Saharan Africa.  

The main factor allowing TB to take such a strong hold there is malnutrition, as foreign trade embargoes deprive North 
Korea of the foreign currency wherewith to buy food abroad, as South Korea does. 

Today, the country's health ministry estimates that up to 15% of patients with TB fail to respond to commonly used first-
line TB drugs, which suggests they are carrying drug-resistant strains. Neighbors like China and South Korea are worried; 
MDR is difficult to treat even at top-tier health programs. 

But promise is shown in ongoing efforts, including the establishment in 2010 of the aforementioned lab, the National 
Tuberculosis Reference Laboratory (NTRL). Built with the help of the Stanford-led Bay Area TB Consortium and 
DPRK's Ministry of Public Health, it provides a rare example of scientific collaboration between the United States and 
North Korea. The collaboration was made possible, Stone reported, by Christian Friends of Korea (CFK), a humanitarian 
organization that has been supplying aid to the DPRK for 18 years.  

In March, along with several CFK members including CFK executive director Heidi Linton, Richard Stone went to visit 
the NTRL lab. Also on this trip was Stanford microbiologist Kathleen England, whose priority is to see that the NTRL 
facility wins international accreditation. She hopes this will happen by 2015. If it does, the lab can join the global fight 
against TB.  

While England said she is happy with the lab's progress so far—the facility has begun molecular testing, and it recently 
acquired a machine used to detect multidrug-resistant TB strains—she acknowledges that much remains to be done to 
bring it up to speed and make inroads into the MDR problem. She presses on, training the 14 NRTL staff and establishing 
quality-control measures. Soon, she said she plans to conduct a survey on drug resistance.  

In addition to visiting the National Tuberculosis Reference Laboratory, Stone visited the pediatric ward of a TB hospital 
in Pyongyang. Though the pediatric ward wasn't very crowded during Stone's visit, staff explained that they expect to see 
more patients later in the spring, when people who'd stayed huddled during the winter months are willing to come out. 
One physician working at the hospital pointed out that children are easier to treat than adults because they are eager to 
follow doctors' orders.  

Farther afield from Pyongyang, Stone visited four rural rest homes, where TB patients go for care. Linton went along to 
assess the situation of these small facilities, evaluating things like how many doctors, patients, and beds each one had, and 
whether drug stocks were sufficient. 

To supplement diets of people in rural rest homes, CFK donates several tons of canned meat each year.  

Scientists are not sure what strains are circulating in North Korea, and continued work is needed to identify them so that 
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effective treatments can be developed. 

Stone said, "Our hosts at the Ministry of Public Health seemed genuinely concerned about our welfare. I came away with 
the feeling that the scientists we encountered have good hearts and a real desire to help their countrymen." 

The efforts of these scientists will be critical in fighting the TB epidemic in North Korea, particularly as multidrug 
resistant strains proliferate. Indeed, some hope that the presence of the National Tuberculosis Research Lab will be a 
building block, paving the way for opportunities for scientific collaboration between North Korea and other countries 
participating in the global TB fight. 

 

``Tanchon to Become New Industry-Export Center" 

The city of Tanchon, located in South Hamgyong Province on North Korea's east coast, is set to become a new center for 
industry nd exports. The development of the resource-rich Tanchon area is part of the country's efforts to to make it a 
source of foreign-currency income, according to the Choson Sinbo, a newspaper with close ties to Pyongyang published 
in Japan. It pointed out that Tanchon will become a key transit point for shipping goods to and from Russia, northeast 
China and Mongolia. 

The construction of the port at Tanchon was completed in May last year. The Choson Sinbo reported that the area has 
about 5.4 billion tons of magnesite, possibly the third-biggest reserve in the world. Lead and zinc are produced at the 
nearby Komdok Mining Complex and the open-cut Taehung Youth Hero Mine, and smelted at the Tanchon Smeltery 
Complex. 

``North Korea will move to manufacture processed magnesite goods in order to make high-value-added goods," the 
newspaper noted. ``To that end, many industrial plants will be built in the Tanchon region to form a new industrial zone."   

The North is estimated to have 15 billion tons of anthracite coal, a key mineral for the production of steel, the Choson 

Sinbo added. 

 
Tanchon port opening ceremony, May 2012. 

 

 

Economic Zones 
Kaesong Sets Up Light Industry College 

[The following is an edited version of a Choson Exchange report.] 

Kaesong has set up another ``Songgyun Gwan.” The original Songyun Gwan, a tenth-century college for training senior 
officials, is preserved as a museum in Kaesong (There is another one in Seoul.), but the name has been revived in the 
form of a college of light industry. 
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[Photo from a school brochure: Choson Exchange] 

Reports emphasize the school’s research into traditional products from the region, with ceramics, spinning and weaving, 
ginseng and food science departments. However, the ``light industry” tag and the variety of other more technical 
departments suggest that the school could operate as a platform for supplying more highly skilled workers for the 
Kaesong Industrial Complex, perhaps even for the management level. 

Assuming that this period of tensions passes and that the Kaesong Industrial Complex reopens and eventually grows, it is 
not impossible that Kaesong could become something of a light industry hub for the DPRK, with the educational facilities 
and then employment opportunities to attract people from around the country. 

 

A DPRK school pupil is taught to use a Morning tablet computer. [Photo: Yonhap] 

 

Comment  
It's been a bad month for business in the DPRK, but the ROK might be the biggest sufferer from all the saber-rattling on 
and around the peninsula. The Kaesong Joint Industrial Zone has been like the Temple of Janus in Rome, except in 
reverse. The temple's doors were open when Rome was at war, and closed when it wasn't. It has been speculated that 
Pyongyang wanted the complex closed to give more credence to its warnings of imminent war. The argument goes that so 
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long as Kaesong is operating people feel that there's little chance of war breaking out on the peninsula. Maybe. Ironically, 
the dire warnings from the North have helped bolster the US position that Pyongyang is unpredictable and dangerous, and 
therefore the peninsula needs to be kept divided, with US troops safeguarding the region. Oh, and while you're at it, why 
not sign up to our multi-billion-dollar missile defense shield? Japan, too, needs US troops to defend it against North 
Korea, so the GIs must stay there too. 

China has reminded the US that provocations in Beijing's backyard might trigger off a nuclear confrontation with the 
DPRK, whose army it has no control over -- so back off. 

Seoul is the loser in all this. While it has cooperated to close down Kaesong, which was undermining the US economic 
embargo on the North, it now faces an angry lobby from its business community, which fears it may lose its only 
advantage in an increasingly-competitive world -- North Korea's minerals, workforce and land -- and another angry lobby 
from the ROK's rice farmers, who face disaster because they can no longer sell rice to the government to, in turn, sell to 
the North (with a ROK Eximbank loan).   

  

Touring North Korea 
   

  
 
 
 
 

  

  

 .:|     2 NEW TOURS ADDED FOR JULY     |:.   

 

  

  
  

  

Great News Everyone! 

We have added two new tours for July as the ARIRANG Mass Games 2013 are scheduled  

to run from July 22nd to September 9th, 2013.  
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MASS GAMES OPENING TOUR 2013 July 22 - 25/26 (Mon - Thurs/Fri) | 3 Nights 

With this short tour you can attend the first ever mass games performance of 2013 - 

a boast-worthy event indeed! This trip also takes in the highlights of Pyongyang and a 

visit down to the DMZ at the border with South Korea where North and South Korean  

soldiers continue their decades-old face-off. Check out the full itinerary and more  

information > 

  

VICTORY DAY CITY BREAK TOUR 2013 July 27 - 30/31 (Sat - Tue/Wed) | 3 Nights 

Arrive in Pyongyang in time to see the afternoon celebrations on this most important  

of occasions, the 60th anniversary of the end of the Korean War. The exact nature  

of events will be unfurled on the spot in Pyongyang but you can guarantee that we 

will get you to whatever is possible. You will also see the highlights of Pyongyang 

including the newly-opened, better-than-before, Victorious Fatherland Liberation War 

Museum telling the history of the Korean War from the North's perspective. And of 

course, an opportunity to see the spectacular Arirang Mass Games. 

For more information and full itinerary > 

  

 

Mass Games can basically be described as a synchronized socialist-realist  

spectacular, featuring over 100,000 participants in a 90 minute display of  

gymnastics, dance, acrobatics, and dramatic performance, accompanied by 

music and other effects, all wrapped in a highly politicized package. Literally  

no other place on Earth has anything comparable and it has to be seen with  

your own two eyes to truly appreciate the scale on display. 

  

We also have several tours (independent tours possible as well) during the Arirang Mass  

Games period, if you are interested in making an independent tour, don't hesitate to get 

in touch, you can find a full list of our scheduled group tours with dates, prices and 

itineraries here 

Mass Games Behind the Scenes Film Clip
From a 2002 DPRK made documentary about the Arirang Mass Games, showing some of the behind the 

scenes activities that go towards this extraordinary performance.  
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North Korean Mass Games (Arirang) Behind the Scenes 

   

   

  

   

http://www.koryogroup.com

  

第 14 页



DPRK Business Monthly

KORYO TOURS GUIDE TO MOBILE & INTERNET SERVICES IN THE DPRK 

  

 

  

There are two mobile phone networks in the DPRK – one for locals and one for foreigners. These two networks do not 
interlink. It is not possible for someone on one network to call someone on the other network. The following information 
relates to the foreigner network only. 

  

MOBILE SERVICES 

  

It is possible to buy a SIM card upon arrival in Pyongyang at the Koryolink booth in the airport terminal. You can either 

buy a Visitor Line  or a Foreigner Line. It is possible to make and receive international calls but there is no international 
texting: 

  

VISITOR LINE 

                                 Visitor Line 1; costs EUR 50; preloaded balance EUR 30; 14 day validity 

                                 Visitor Line 2; costs EUR 75; preloaded balance EUR 55; 1 month validity 

                                 Visitor Line 3; costs EUR 100; preloaded balance EUR 80; 2 month validity 

Local calling rate: EUR 0.2/min 

Local receiving rate: EUR 0.2/min 

SMS & MMS: EUR 0.2 

  

  

FOREIGNER LINE 

                                 Costs EUR 50; monthly fee 800 KPW (approx EUR 6/USD 8); each month you receive 200 free minutes of calls 
and 20 free SMS to other local lines 

Local call rate: 4.2 KPW/min (EUR 0.03) 

Local receiving rate: 3.5 KPW/min (EUR 0.02) 

SMS: 2.8 KPW (EUR 0.01) 

MMS: 7 KPW (EUR 0.05) 
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 INTERNATIONAL CALL RATES 

                                 China & South East Asia – EUR 1.43/min 

                                 Russia – EUR 0.68/min 

                                 France & Switzerland – EUR 0.38/min 

                                 UK & Germany – EUR 1.58/min 

                                 USA – EUR 5/min 

  

INTERNET SERVICES 

Koryolink offers the following mobile Internet connections: 

- On your Laptop (USB Modem) 

                                 Pay a one-off connection fee then choose one of the monthly packages: 

                                 Browser package (2GB /month) 

                                 Streamer package  (5GB /month) 

                                 Business package (10GB /month) 

- On your phone 

                                 Pay a one-off connection fee then subscribe to a mobile internet monthly package 

  

Internet can be accessed in the following places: 

                                  High Speed: Pyongyang city centre 

                                 High Speed: Main Highways 

                                 Normal Speed: Outside Pyongyang (anywhere that has mobile coverage) 

  

How to set up the service on your computer: 

                                 Take passport and fill out an application form at the ICC store or Koryolink airport booth. 

                                 Pay the one-off connection fee (EUR 150) plus one-month subscription fee. 

                                 You will receive a USB modem and a SIM card. Insert the SIM card in the modem. 

                                 To pay for the service you use cash recharge or top-up cards from the ICC store. 

  

How to set up the service on your mobile phone: 

                                 Take passport and fill out an application form at the ICC store or Koryolink airport booth. 

                                 Pay the one-off connection fee plus one-month subscription fee. 

                                 You must buy a Koryolink Foreigner Line (see above for details) which costs EUR 50 and has a monthly 
subscription of KPW 800 (approx EUR 6/USD 8). Note that you cannot get Internet access with the Koryolink Visitor 
line which has a fixed validity (14 days, 1 month or 2 months). 

                                 To recharge your phone you need to buy top-up cards. 

  

COSTS 

Mobile Internet on your computer (USB Modem) 

                                 One-off connection fee EUR 150 (includes USB modem & sim card). 

                                 Choose from one of 3 monthly packages. 

MONTHLY 
PACKAGES     

PRICING/ 
MONTH     

FREE 
UNITS     

EXTRA 
UNITS 

Browser EUR 150 2GB EUR 
0.05/MB 

Streamer EUR 250 5GB EUR 
0.04/MB 

Business EUR 400 10GB EUR 
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Mobile Internet on your phone 

                                 One-off connection fee EUR 75 

                                 Monthly Package 

  

This could be you! 

  

Young Pioneer Tours 

Young Pioneer Tours, a Beijing-based North Korean travel company, has announced that it will offer a new tour program 
from this May that includes fishing in Pyongyang.

The company said the week-long program also offers a visit to the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and the re-opened 

Kumsusan Memorial Palace, where the bodies of the late leaders Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il are kept lying in state.
  
Send an email to tours@youngpioneertours.com for further enquiries or ask us to give you a call. 
Let us take you on the adventure of your lifetime! 
  
 Can't see a tour that suits your dates? Ask us about our independent tour options and build your own itinerary! 

  

Rajin-Mt Kumgang Tours to Resume 
  
North Korea will resume cruise ship tours between its Rajin port and the scenic Mount Kumgang resort.

Young Pioneer Tours said Pyongyang has authorized seven, four-day tours to the port and resort on its east coast from 
late April though mid-October. 

  
  

Korea Compass  

[The purpose of this section is to provide some background knowledge, especially for people making their first trip to the DPRK. If you 

know something about what you are going to see beforehand you will greatly impress your hosts, not to mention other foreign visitors, 

0.02/MB 

MONTHLY 
PACKAGES     

PRICING/ 
MONTH     

FREE 
UNITS     

EXTRA 
UNITS 

Mobile Internet EUR 10 50MB EUR 
0.15/MB 
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and save yourself having to listen to long-winded explanations when you really want to get down to business. Proverbs have the handy 

function of offering a quick insight into the thinking and attitudes inherent in a different culture.] 

The Northern Limit Line 

The origin of the Northern Limit Line (NLL) is obscure. It does not form part of the Armistice Agreement which ended 
the Korean War (1950-1953) with a cease-fire. That agreement demarcated the boundary between the two sides as the 
Demilitarized Zone, which follows very closely the 38th Parallel of Latitude. Following the agreement, a number of 
islands in the West (Yellow) Sea remained in UN forces' hands. In the East Sea the NLL extends in a straight line due 
east. The existence of the NLL close to the western mainland of North Korea, where several naval bases are located, and 
the fact that the United States does not officially recognize it, means that the danger of a clash in the area leading to war is 
higher there than anywhere else on the peninsula. At their 2007 summit then ROK president Ro Mu-hyon and Kim Jong 
Il proposed removing the NLL and making the whole area, based on the Northern city of Haeju, another joint economic 
development zone, with free operations of fishing vessels of both sides. The continued existence of the NLL makes this 
impossible, as ships refuse to run the gauntlet of live-fire exercises in the narrow strip of water they would have to traverse 
to get into Haeju. 

 

The green line shows the Northern Limit Line. The red line is the extension of the Demilitarized Zone. Technically, the area above the red 

line is DPRK territory. The city of Haeju is immediately above the black arrow. The islands of Paeknyongdo, Taechongdo and 

Sochongdo are top left, next to the ROK flag. [Map: Globalsecurity.org]  

 
 

Korean Proverb 
  
Hon chipsindo jjagi itta. 

  

(``A single worn-out shoe has its counterpart somewhere.”) 

  

Like attracts like. 
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